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Miss Gay America 2006 is ... Nicole DuBo
LaRue of Dallas, Texas; Miss
by Patricia Pair, publisher
Gay Kansas Luscious of
"The best laid plans of mice
Charlotte, N.C.; Miss Gay
and men often go astray."
Southern
Elegance Alina
Oct. 19: As we be put our
Malletti of San Jose, Calif.,
first issue of the Mid—South
and Miss Gay Tennessee
GLBT News—Press to bed, we
Victoria Parker of Nashville.
we‘re confident that we would
A few hours and lots of tal—
have an interview with the
ent later, DuBois was crowned
newly—crowned
Miss
Gay
Miss Gay America 2006.
America 2006, Nicole DuBois.
Alternates for 2006, are: Coti
In fact, we teased the feature
Collins, First Alternate; Victoria
story in the newspaper.
Parker, Second Alternate;
Oct. 28: As the Nov. 1
Alyssa
Edwards,
Third
deadline
for
this
issue
Alternate, and Layla LaRue,
approached, we began to
Fourth Alternate. (for pictures
panic as we had not yet heard
of the Final competition, see
from Miss DuBois. Then, we
page 32) Norman Jones, aka
finally received her email:
Norma Kristie, the first Miss
1 am so honored that you
Gay America, crowned in
have given me the opportunity
1973, was presented the
Nicole DuBois, third from left, was crowned Miss Gay America
to have an interview with your
Lifetime
Achievement Award
2006, on Sunday, Oct. 16. Pictured here with DuBois are,
newspaper, but | am now in
during a special ceremony.
Miss Gay America 2005 Raquel Chevallier and L & T Entertain—
Baton Rouge, La., for the
Originally from Baton Rouge,
remainder of the weekend,
ment‘s Larry Tyger, left, and Terry Eason.
La.,
DuBois (aka Tommie Davis)
and upon returning to the Gulf
Coast, | would love to respond to the questionnaire. I actually was/is a resident of Gulfport, Miss., where she works as a make—up
lost all of my electronics in my townhouse, due to hurricane artist at a top salon on the Mississippi Gulf Coast.
She used her experience of living through and surviving hur—
Katrina, so I am about to purchase a computer and will answer
ricane
Katrina during her talent competition in the pageant.
and
‘06,
MGA
as
year
my
to
forward
look
I
questions.
your
of
~ all
Singing in her own voice, not lip—syncing, she delivered a
once again, thank you for your interest in our pageant system.
touching song of hopes and dreams after sharing her hurricane
Much love, Nicole DuBois.
Nov. 1: Still no answer from Miss DuBois. We do hope she story with the audience.
A veteran in the art form of female impersonation, DuBois
is okay.
said
she has been fortunate enough to have worked with the
While we certainly hope to bring you the personal and up—
~country‘s
top entertainers, and has captured numerous
story
the
future,
near
the
in
sometime
DuBois
on
feature
close
that follows is our solution to the unforeseeable change of plans, titles, including First Alternate to Miss Gay USofA, as well
as First Alternate to Miss Gay America. She also has worn
hence the quote at the beginning of this article.
the crown of Miss Gay Universe 2000, and Miss Gay
On Sunday, Oct. 16, 50 contestants in the Miss Gay America National 2001.
As a cast member of "LaCage Follies" at the Palace Casino
2006 pageant gracefully transformed the Cannon Center stage
and Resort, DuBois has performed as the illusions of
in Memphis into a memorable evening in Paris.
Among the 50 contestants were a few Memphis and Mid— Wynonna Judd, Patsy Cline and Lorrie Morgan. She has been
South ladies: Miss Gay Tennessee Victoria Parker of Nashville; a cast member of "Profiles" at the Bourbon Pub in New
Miss Gay Mid—America Nicole DuBois of Gulfport, Miss., and Orleans, and Splash in Baton Rouge. She also is known for
Miss Gay Tennessee First Alternate DeMonica Santangilo and her quick wit on the microphone and, as she says, "her love of
Miss Gay Tri—States Representative Anita Cocktail, both of rhinestones and cosmetics."
Publisher‘s Note: Much of this biography was taken from
Memphis.
Following the parade of contestants and the parade of former DuBois‘s website, www.nicoledubois.com, including this comment:
"Dream, reach, believe and with hard work, determination
Miss Gay America titleholders, came the first of many moments
those in attendance had been waiting for, the announcement of and dedication to this wonderful art form known as female
the Top 10 finalists, as determined during the preliminaries held impersonation, it can and will happen for you, as well. This is
the moment, and with each and every one working toward
earlier in the week at Backstreet Memphis.
Those making the Top 10 were, listed here in alphabetical the same goal, we will make this world so much better. God
order by last name, Miss Gay Mid—America First Alternate China Bless America."
A note of thanks and congratulations to the men of L & T
Collins of Kansas City, Mo.; Miss Gay Florida Representative
Coti Collins of Raleigh, N.C.; Miss Gay Heart of America Entertainment, Memphis‘s own Larry Tyger and Terry Eason, for
Victoria DePaula of Kansas City, Mo.; Miss Gay Mid—America making their first year as owners of the Miss Gay America pag—
Nicole DuBois of Gulfport, Miss.; Miss Gay Northwest Regional eant a truly remarkable, entertaining and memorable experi—
Representative Alyssa Edwards of Dallas, Texas; Miss Gay ence. Family & Friends Magazine is proud to have been a spon—
Keystone Truly Fabu of Baltimore, Md.; Miss Gay Texas Layla sor of the Miss Gay America 2006 Pageant.
6

FAMILY & friends

Novemser 2005

House of Mews plans its 2nd ‘Meowathon‘

Thebe held
2nd Annual
House
of19,Mews
"Meowathon"
5K Walk/Runis
willat 7:30
Saturday,
Nov.
in
Overton
Park.
Registration
a.m. andbenefitthe
the race starts
atof9 Mews,
a.m. located at 944 South
All
proceeds
House
Cooper,abandoned
a feline sanctuary
dedicated to kittens
findingandhomescats.for res—
cued,
or
owner—surrendered
Race
canNov.be picked
up at the House of Mews from 1
to 8Cost
p.m.ispackets
on$17Friday,
18.
per personwill now
through Nov. 11; $20 per person
Nov.For12more
to 19.information,
Awards
be
given.
Jennifer James—
Williams at (662) 890—9294callorevent
emailcoordinator
her at unitsads@aol.com.
The House
of notMewsablehasto adopt
launched
itsor"Sponsor—A—Kitty"
Program.
I
f
you
are
a
kitten
cataright
now
but
wouldHere‘sstil how
liketoit sayyou
have
acat,
have
they
got
plan
foryou!
works: You(or goif youto thecan‘tHouse
ofinMews
andtoselect
aticipate,
kitten ortheycat towillsponsor
come
but
want
par—an
choose
a
kitty
for
you).
Then
you
select
amountyou
todonate in(suchan ason—going
$10 or more)
and you(once
decidea
imonth
f you donation)
want wish
to participate
sponsorship
oreither
if youcase,
wanttoyousponsor
a catfora
month
(one—
time
donation).
In
will
receive
a
picture
and
awritelet—
terfrom
your
kitty.
For
on—going
sponsorships,
your
kitty
will
you
he/shekittygoesto tosponsor.
his/her "forever
home."a newsy,
Then youmonthly
get toletter
pick until
a different

Even if you can‘t adopt, you can still

Snonsnr-n-Kltlv’

This where,
is a greatatwayanytogiven
help support
the kitties
at the than
House100of
Mews,
time,
there
are
more
"guests."
Theovermoney
willfuzzy,helplittlefeedheads!
them,Anotherplus
pay their vetforbillsyouandis
keep
a
roof
their
that
will notof Mews.
have to clean the litter box. You can leave that
to theForyouHouse
more ainformation,
go online
to www.houseofmews.com.
Tothemsponsor
kitten
or
cat,
go
to
the
House
ofto send
Mewsaorspon—
call
at
(901)
272—3777
and
they
will
be
glad
sor form to you.

"StatScript doesn‘t update its pharmacy decor
to match the seasons. But their name is
changing to keep up with the times."
You‘ve known us as StatScript. Soon we‘ll be
BioScrip. The new name for all your prescription
needs. Everything you expect at StatScript will
BE continue at BioScrip. Same location. Same
people. Same commitment to personalized pharmaceutical care. From
managing chronic conditions to filling any prescription, the new

name to know is BioScrip Pharmacy.

STATSCREPT
PHarmacy

F
00

i

1424 Union Avenue, Memphis, TN 38104
(901) 725—7828
Toll—free: 1—866—557—8811
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Focus on

change
Family insists on name

On Oct. 29, The Reverend Nancy Wilson was installed as
Moderator (Presiding Bishop) of the predominately gay
Metropolitan Community Church (MCC) at the Washington
National Cathedral.
Rev.
Wilson
had
planed to announce a
10—year initiative to be
called "Focus on the
Human Family." But on
Oct. 28, lawyers for Dr.
James Dobson‘s "Focus
on the Family," a conser—
vative religious group,
contacted Rev. Wilson
and insisted the gay
church group cease
from using the cam—
paign‘s name.
"Even though many
REV. NANCY WILSON
of our views are diamet—
rically opposed, apparently Dobson‘s organization feels the
name of MCC‘s new campaign could create confusion for peo—
—
ple," Rev. Wilson said.
the
by
ed
threaten
felt
y
apparentl
group
"It‘s sad that Dobson‘s
"Our
.
continued
Wilson
Rev.
,"
campaign
proposed
our
of
name
program features ministry to women and children with HIV and
AIDS; compassionate care for gay, lesbian, bisexual and trans—
gender senior adults; a focus on issues of infant mortality caused
by the global HIV pandemic, and an educational program to cre—
ate understanding about gay and lesbian people of faith."
After careful consideration, MCC decided that it wasn‘t worth

invest our funds to fight them. We‘d rather put those monies into
our ministry programs that provide faith and hope for people.
"It‘s a bit puzzling," Wilson added. "The ministry of (MCC) is
from that of James Dobson. His group tends to focus
different
so
on one kind of family, what they often mistakenly call the ‘tradi—
tional family.‘ In (MCC) we believe that God‘s people find many
ways to create family, and that includes gay, lesbian, bisexual
and transgender families. ... It‘s not surprising to us that a God
who created our world with great diversity also established a
wide range of diversity in the ways people create families.
"Dobson‘s group is certainly within their rights to defend their
trademark as they see fit," Wilson concluded. "They may be
able to stop the name of our program, but they can‘t stop our
ministry or our commitment to all members of the human fami—
ly, especially those that have experienced rejection by other
faith communities."
MCC changed the name of its campaign to "Unfinished
World: Unfinished Calling" and removed the "Focus on the
Human Family" name from its website at www.MCCchurch.org.

.
N. ut t
wnask Haltigi

the money to seek legal recourse.
"Well, it‘s a Goliath versus David situation," Rev. Wilson said.
"As a relatively small Christian denomination, we don‘t have the
financial resources to go up against one of the largest Right Wing
organizations in existence; and quite frankly, we wouldn‘t want to

leshian minister
Methodist Church defrocks
In December 2004, a UMC
The nine member Judicial
*
church panel ruled that Rev.
Council of the United Methodist
Stroud, then associate pastor of
Church issued a ruling on Oct.
First United Methodist Church
31 defrocking Reverend Irene
of Germantown, Pa., who came
"Beth" Stroud, 35, for violating
out as a practicing homosexual
the denomination‘s ban on
in 2003, was practicing behav—
practicing homosexual clergy.
ior incompatible with (UMC)
"As the United Methodist
teachings. Stroud appealed that
Church continues to debate
decision, which was overturned
full inclusion for gays and les—
by the Northeast Jurisdiction
bians, defrocking a committed
Committee. The Oct. 31, 6—2
pastor dedicated to both her
ruling of the Judicial Council
congregation and her family is
reverses the appeal commit—
a step in the wrong direction,"
tee‘s ruling. The Judicial
said Human Rights Campaign
Council stated that the appeal
President Joe Solmonese.
committee, "... erred in revers—
"Unfortunately, today‘s ruling is
ing and setting aside the verdict
her partner, Chris Paige, stand outside the
and
Stroud
Rev.
a stumble along the long road
brief
a
and penalty from Rev. Stroud‘s
make
to
held
was
trial
the
where
gymnasium
toward equality within the
trial."
statement after the case went to the jury.
denomination."
Novemser 2005
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The first book I every
fully read was the Bible. I
P
am the son of a preacher
who shunned all things secular, so our
world growing up was filtered through the
rigid lens of a circumscribed Christianity. 1
must have been born a rebel, or became
one quite early. Having what seems an
early sense of awareness about all things
that were wrong with the world — my fam—
ily‘s poverty, racism, my father‘s righteous
patriarchy and even my sense that who I
might choose to love as an adult would
deem me a moral criminal — seemed to
color the lens through which 1 read this
book that was the meat and potatoes of
conversation seven days a week. I hated
this book as much as | loathed my given

name. | stuttered on m‘s and eventually
renamed myself. The name Timothy never
felt welcome in my mouth; it referenced
some biblical apostle who honored the
God who hated me, so 1 got over the
speech impediment but changed my
name. This practice of deconstructing lan—
guage to create new language was as
much about seeing a world beyond the
one described at church and family dis—
cussions about sinners.
I was a child who loved finding the con—
tradiction in things, because my reality
seemed so contradictory. A loving God
would not have me and so many others
live in such destitution and shame — so
this awareness was the foundation for my
penchant for literary criticism. | learned to
love to read to dismantle
and deconstruct. | longed to
find the words between the
lines, the items that may
have been edited out, what—
According to The American Library Association‘s
ever the author didn‘t want
Office for Intellectual Freedom, in 2004, three of the
me to know. | wanted a
10 most challenged books were cited for homosexu—
deeper
understanding than
al themes. Sexual content and offensive language
the books provided where
remain the most frequent reasons for seeking
the fairy tale ended and
removal of books from schools and public libraries.
there was no complexity
The books, in order of most frequently chal—
beyond the joyous redemp—
lenged, are:
tion of some tragic hero, be
1. The Chocolate War, by Robert
it Jesus or Job, Cinderella
Cormier, for sexual content, offensive
language, religious viewpoint,
or Snow White. So | hated
. being unsuited to age group
most books for whatever
and violence.
ideas I felt they left out.
2. Fallen Angels, by Walter
1 don‘t know what it was
Dean Myers, for racism, offen—
about the book Grendel, this
sive language and violence.
attempt at giving voice to this
3. Arming America: The
creature slain by the mighty
Origins of a National Gun
Beowolf, but it was among
Culture,
by
Michael
A.
the first books that captured
Bellesiles, for inaccuracy and
my attention. | wanted to
political viewpoint.
know the story behind the big
4. Captain Underpants series, by Dav Pilkey, for
bad wolf, behind evil witches,
offensive language and modeling bad behavior.
behind Lucifer — wanted
5. The Perks of Being a Wallflower, by Stephen
them humanized and them—
Chbosky, for homosexuality, sexual content and
selves worthy of redemption,
offensive language.
forgiveness, a good life.
6. What My Mother Doesn‘t Know, by Sonya
Grendel offered the other
Sones, for sexual content and offensive language.
story — attempted to give
7. In the Night Kitchen, by Maurice Sendak, for
nudity and offensive language.
voice to the unnameable, the
8. King & King, by Linda de Hann and Stern
invisible, the abject and so I
Nijland, for homosexuality.
identified with its complex
9. I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, by Maya
attempt at creating empathy
Angelou, for racism, homosexuality, sexual content,
for the "villain." | wrote my
offensive language and unsuited to age group.
first poetry after reading this
10. Of Mice and Men, by John Steinbeck, for
book as a young teen. | knew
racism, offensive language and violence.
that there must have been
For more information, go online to www.ala.org.
other stories that people
were writing that were on
12
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somebody‘s "banned" list. Those are the
books | wanted to read. Those were the
books | wanted to write. I‘ve learned that
most of the banned books are, interesting—
ly, also the great books.
I no longer believe that I‘m hellbound or
that God hates me; though I am not
Christian either. It‘s not my intention to
connect my love for literacy to this more
painful struggle towards self—acceptance,
but it is relevant. When I got to college, I
sought out the opinions and ideas that I
had been sheltered from for my own "sup—
posed" protection that left me without a
lens to clearly see myself — see myself as
beautiful, worthy of a good life, capable of
being somebody else‘s hero or "savior." I
am now able to translate this penchant for
literary criticism into any and everything I
read; so this loathing for force—fed litera—
ture (be it the Bible, or the canonical works
of high school English) enabled me to see
all literature as something that would tell a
story beyond its actual words, beyond the
intention of the author. Reading became a
tool for moving hidden, scorned, abject
things to spaces of visibility.
As an English teacher, I am often con—
cerned about how to make literature "rel—
evant" to students who often don‘t see
what they are reading as "relevant."
There‘s a nugget there for everyone, and
the task of the good teacher is to help the
student get in touch with whatever is said,
unsaid or needs to be said that can trans—
form their worldview. It‘s kind of like read—
ing the Bible these days, without the crim—
inalizing subtext of fire and brimstone, but
empowered to look critically at even a
Biblical apostle like Timothy, and imagine
him a beautiful, fallible, stuttering human
trying desperately, like most of us, to find
the roadmap to his heaven. Books prior to
the Grendel moment were essentially the
monstrous impositions of the world as
other people wanted me to see it — with
multiple choice answers about which
characters did what when. Boring ... 1
want the good, scandalous stuff; the
debate, the devil‘s advocate, the contro—
versy — not so much for the sake of argu—
ment, but because somebody somewhere
might find themselves in that brave space
to speak against what is accepted as nor—
mative; and write a new book: a "color
purple," a "Giovanni‘s room," a "native
sun," a "history or sexuality" or a "coming
to writing."

the

Boys

Choir

of

harlem

p F3
Sunday, Nov. 27, at 7:30 pm _ ***
wur» _ at The Orpheum Theatre
taf,BA.
Tickets:
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$14 to $43
‘ Sponsorgd
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8
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N Turning up thelights for everyone, one stage at a time!
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nun all“ Pom]. Is wae an editorial by the editor & publisher
No matter how hard we try to stave off Old Age, it‘s recently
become apparent that it has pulled up into the driveway and
parked itself permanently under our carport.
It‘s been coming on slowly for years, kind of like one of those
cars creeping along on the highway, usually in the fast lane. Up
until last week, we merely honked, changed lanes and went on
with our life either pretending or ignoring that it was coming up
fast in the rear view mirror.
No, we didn‘t celebrate another birthday. There was no
anniversary to mark the passage of time, but, rather, a concert.
A lot of our son‘s friends think of us as "the cool parents,"
mostly because of things like this. Not only were we allowing our
13—year old to attend a concert, but we decided to go along, a
condition that allowed one of his friends to come along, too.
To be honest, we weren‘t exactly looking forward to what the
kids were saying would be a five— to six—hour concert featuring
five bands, four of which were heavy metal. But, in a conscious
attempt NOT to be our parents, we were going anyway.
Somewhere between picking up our son‘s friend and the $10
per vehicle parking lot off Beale Street, we got the "Don‘t embar—
rass me Mom" speech. We tried to assure him nothing could be
further from our mind, but, since he‘d brought it up, we began to
wonder what he would consider embarrassing.
His two mothers kissing? Perhaps wearing a mini skirt?
Throwing our bra up on stage? We didn‘t have to wonder long.
"You know, Mom, don‘t do something like ask me if I have on
clean underwear," he shared. "Or ask me if I took a shower."
These, of course, are two things we have never asked him in
public, but yes, we have asked, after all, we are mothers.
As the three of us bailed out of our SUV (which, he also says
is "embarrassing") and headed for the front of the New Daisy
Theatre, we were informed he wanted us to walk several paces
behind him and his friend. Seeing this as a reasonable request
(and one we had made many times of our own parents), we
gave him his $7 admission and waited on the corner until they
were in line.

(T‘m looking at that red light but I want to
elieve the light is green. Then God comes
along and says ‘You‘re right John, the light is
green. God helped me to see a green light. ..

JOHN SMID TALKS HIS WAY OUT OF IT. . .

14 FAMILY & friends Novemser 2005

Once inside the New Daisy, we realized the idea of standing
for five hours on our already tired feet, not to mention our arthrit—
ic knees, was something we forgot to consider when we agreed
to go along. It didn‘t take long to come up with a solution, one
that would surely kill two birds with one stone.
We found a member of the Event Staff and made a special
request: "I‘m the parental chaperone tonight," we began. "Is
there anyway we could go up and sit in the balcony?"
"Sure," came the answer. "We‘ve got some other older peo—
ple up there, too. Just bring your trash back downstairs with you
at the end of the night."
Older people? This guy certainly wasn‘t trying to win any
brownie points or tips, since he also was the bartender.
After paying for a Diet Coke, we made our way up to the bal—
cony and chose a seat that provided a good view of our son and
his friends, yes, the gang was growing. Two birds, off our feet
and able to see everything. See, we‘re not as feeble as the bar—
tender thinks we are.
It didn‘t take long before we noticed our son looking around.
We smiled. We knew he was looking for us, but had no idea
where we were. Then, his friend spotted us and waved before
pointing us out to our son.
Within moments both boys were bounding up the balcony
stairs. "What are you doing up here?" our son asked.
"Staying out of your way," was our reply.
"Oh, cool," both boys managed before returning to their spot
up against the stage.
Perhaps we should have had a clue when we noticed the
names of the bands that were scheduled to play: Detriment, A
Life Away, The Filthy Skanks, Mrs. Fletcher and Muck Sticky, the
latter of which was the only non—metal band on the lineup, but
no. As the bands played we enjoyed the music, but not the
screaming vocals.. We took some Tylenol. We kept on watching
and listening.
Although there are signs up around the New Daisy discourag—
ing "moshing," it was obvious that all of the bands either couldn‘t
or didn‘t read the signs. For those who don‘t know what
"moshing" or a "mosh pit" is, we venture to guess, and
this is strictly from observation, it is when a group of peo—
ple, usually males, pushes and slams into each other
more times than not resulting in one or more people get—
ting pushed to the floor; it‘s a very testosterone—driven rit—
ual. In fact, the bands were encouraging people to mosh.
Our son‘s friend was eager to mosh, he told us so in
the car on the way there. He joined in the first mosh pit
that started up, while our son observed. Then, before
we knew it, our.son was smack dab in the middle of one
before he was pushed to the floor and a group of about
six guys fell on top of him. We held ourbreath as the
phrase, "It‘s only funny until someone gets hurt ... then
it‘s hilarious!" ran amuck through our mind. Finally he
was helped to his feet and he limped off to the side of
the theater and again was off his feet.
We stayed our ground and watched as the Event
Staff checked on him and when they didn‘t motion for
an ambulance, we sat back in our seat.
After a few minutes, our son was back at our side in
the balcony. "Mom, did you see what happened? Why
didn‘t you come see about me?"
"Because, son, we didn‘t want to embarrass you."

‘*~
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BROADWAY’S TONY AWARD WINNING MUSICAL!

5 lifelong friends. 2 turbulent decades. 24 Billy Joel classics.
www.movinoutonbroadway.com
Original
cast album available on Sony Classical.
Purchase tickets at the Box Office, Davis—Kidd Booksellers, or any Ticketmaster location.
Charge by phone (901)525—3000 or (901)743—ARTS. Groups call (901)525—7800.
www.
BroadwaySeries Sponsor. STANFORD FINANCIAL GROUP
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Cleo Manago makes history at Millions rally
by Anita Moyt, managing editor
On Oct. 15, 2005, thousands of Black men, women and chil—
dren assembled on the National Mall in Washington, D.C., as
part of the The Millions More Movement (MMM) rally, organized
by the Nation of Islam and its leader, Minister Louis Farrakhan.
This event was held 10 years after the Million Man March, also
organized by Minister Farrakhan.
Included in the long list of
speakers for the MMM was
one man, Cleo Manago, who
gave voice to the Black,
same—gender—loving
and
bisexual man.
Manago, founder and pres—
ident of Black Men‘s Xchange
(BMX), proudly voiced the
cares and concerns of the
Black SGL community to the
MMM audience. Joining him
on stage were John—Martin
Green and Leo Singleton,
leaders of the New York City
BMX chapter.
"Late last year Minister
Fetto
Farrakhan
announced
he
wanted the march to be inclusive of diversity in our community,"
Manago told Family & Friends magazine in a telephone inter—
view. "It was his understanding and belief that to heal the com—
munity we had to invite the community in all its elements.
"BMX is a black empowerment, affirmation and educational
organization that focuses on issues relevant to same—gender—
loving (SGL) and bisexual people and our allies," Manago said.
"One of the key methods of our work to reduce ignorance and
abusive behavior in our community is to actually engage the
community as a normal part of how we operate. We are a nation—
al organization, formed in 1989, with more than 2,000 members
with chapters in Los Angeles, Atlanta and New York."
Because of BMX‘s continued relationship with the Nation of
Islam, Manago was asked to be a spokesman for the SGL man.
It should be noted that following the MMM, much publicity
was generated about National Black Justice Coalition (NBJC)
President Keith Boykin‘s being refused admission to the stage to
speak. The NBJC claimed it was finally invited, after months of
correspondence with MMM organizers, to the podium to be a
speaker representing the Black GLBT/SGL community. But
Boykin, as that spokesman, was turned away at the stage by
Rev. Willie Wilson, an MMM official and one whom the NBJC
had rebuked in previous writings.
"The bottom line is that one of the main methods used by
BMX is Black community building," Manago said, explaining why
he was chosen to speak at the MMM. "We have been in dialogue
and relationship with the Nation of Islam for more than 10 years.
Minister Farrakhan wanted a diverse group involved but there
was a prerequisite that all groups be actively committed to the
Black community, have credibility in the Black community and
have a pro—Black agenda. That is BMX up, down and sideways.
"Back as far as July of this year, members of BMX were work—
ing with the Nation of Islam to co—convene and recruit for the
Million More March movement," Manago continued. "As of
August, we were the invited group to represent at the MMM. We

had heard about hoopla or activity coming out of Washington,
D.C., regarding gay and lesbian identified people in the MMM.
We were told, very directly, that the Nation of Islam was not inter—
ested in that group. But Boykin was clearly very interested in
speaking. That was a subjective personal interest and had noth—
ing to do with the Nation of Islam. On Oct. 5, during a press con—
ference in Washington, D.C., Minister Akbar Mohammed, an
inline, top official of the Nation of Islam, announced that BMX
would be presenting at the march."
Thus, Manago made history.
:
"So we did present at the march," he said. "It was a very pow—
erful experience. We got the most enthusiastic applause than
anyone before us. It was a very historical event for SGL people.
It was the very first time in our history that an SGL person rep—
resented an organization for SGL and bisexual people present—
ed to an international Black audience."
Managosaid the results were more than positive. Should a
member of the audience have not agreed with Manago‘s words
or presence at MMM, they didn‘t let Manago know about it.
"We have not received one negative comment or email; not
one solitary thing," Manago said. "We did get more than 2,000
emails, both nationally and internationally."
One such email was from a 17—year old young man from
Buffalo, N.Y., who had viewed the MMM on C—Span. He told the
story of the reaction he had to Manago‘s speech. Manago pro—
vided portions of the young man‘s email to Family & Friends.
"Mr. Manago, even though your speech was kind of short, it
was long enough to cause a commotion in our house and a
change in me not even I expected," the young man wrote. "My
family and | were eating breakfast in the kitchen, and watching
the march when we saw you come up and talk. My sister (and
me, too) thought you were a handsome guy. So we turned up the
television. We all stopped munching when you said, ‘I‘m a same—
gender—loving man of African descent.‘
"I turned the TV up louder to make sure | wasn‘t crazy," he
continued. "It was at the part when you said, ‘We need healing
that ... acknowledged same—gender—loving sisters and brothers."
l remember exactly because we TIVO‘d it. None of us believed
our ears. Then you talked about bisexuals and White gays. But
mostly you said same—gender—loving. | like that a lot better than
gay. | wish there was a Men‘s Exchange here in Buffalo.
"My whole family was into what you were saying, but remem—
ber, they didn‘t know about me," the young man said. "While we
were watching you, my little sister started talking. We all
shushed her, especially me, and my parents noticed. When you
stopped talking, | stopped watching. I was really affected by
what you said, and my family noticed that, too.
"Everybody at the table kept looking at me," the young man‘s
email concluded. "Suddenly, something came over me and I
said, ‘What are you guys looking at. You act like you‘ve never
seen a same—gender—loving person before?‘ Even | was sur—
prised to hear me say that. ... Thank you so very much, Mr.
Manago. You inspired pride in me, and | don‘t worry about what
people think anymore."
In another email, sent to Manago after the MMM, two women
gained a new understanding of their own children.
"Dear Brother Manago. ... A Nation (of Islam) sister from
Mosque No. 7 in New York told me last August about a meeting
See Cleo Manago, page 35
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NATIONAL TIDBITS:
« In Chicago, Buffalo Grove High School crowned JEN
WOHLNER, a lesbian and member of the school‘s sports teams,
HOMECOMING KING, and RAY COOPERMAN, who is gay and
a cheerleader for the high school, HOMECOMING QUEEN.
Times are a changing!
+ On Sept. 30, the GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY
OFFICE, the investigative arm of Congress, found the Bush
administration‘s payments of $240,000, via the Department of
Education, to conservative commentator Armstrong Williams to
promote the "No Child Left Behind" education law were illegal.
The payments were deemed in violation of a law that prohibits
government agencies from spending money on "publicity or prop—
aganda." In addition, the GAO found that the Department of
Education also violated the law when it produced a pre—packaged
news story and failed to explicitly disclose to the public its role in
the pre—packaged "news." The report says the GAO only requires
the misused funds to be paid back to the U.S. Treasury.
+ "A growing body of scientific literature demonstrates that
CHILDREN WHO GROW UP WITH ONE OR TWO GAY
AND/OR LESBIAN PARENTS fare as well in emotional, cogni—
tive, social and sexual functioning as do children whose parents
are heterosexual. Children‘s optimal development seems to be
influenced more by the nature of the relationships and interac—
tions within the family unit than by the particular structural form
it takes." — Abstract of "Technical Report: Co—parent or Second—
Parent Adoption by Same—Sex Parents" by Ellen C. Perrin, MD,

Your

On Wednesday, Nov. 30, actor Sanford E.
Afterwards, Gaylord, of Kevin‘s Room 1 and
Gaylord of Chicago will be in Memphis to commem—
Kevin‘s Room 2, which tell the stories of five African—
orate World AIDS Day 2005. "An Evening of
American gay men, will be answering questions from
Conversation and Performance with Sanford E.
the audience. (Kevin‘s Room can be viewed free
Gaylord" will be held at The Ramada Limited, 2979
online at www.outofthecloset.tv.)
Millbranch Road, beginning at 7 p.m.
"After the performance, | will open it up to the
"My plan is to use text from my article ‘Sweet
audience where they can ask questions (a talk back,
Sixteen,‘ which nutshells my 16 years of living with
if you will) about my life as an African—American man
the (HIV) virus," Gaylord told Family & Friends mag—
living with HIV and as an actor and writer."
azine. "I will basically be taking from the article but
After the Nov. 30 Memphis performance, Gaylord
not reading it — telling my personal story of HIV, when
will travel to Nashville for the annual Brothers United
I tested for HIV, how I had to deal with substance
of Tennessee retreat at Montgomery Bell State Park
abuse issues, discovered the writings of Black gay
in middle Tennessee (see page 59 for more).
authors and started performing some of those works when I
Club Allusions; Club Metro in Jackson, Miss.; Brothers United
decided to reclaim life after diagnosis while attending college. I of Tennessee
, and Family & Friends magazine are co—sponsor—
also will discuss how | co—founded A Real Read and how the ing this event.
For more information, contact Anthony Hardaway
group produced our own works, as well as the works of other at (901) 331—3579.
LGBT—identified people of
mem
African decent."
Gaylord also will share
poetry at his performance.
"I will be doing interpreta—
tions of work, prose — "Cut Off
sfic
Chris
From Among Their People,"
tmas
and poetry, including "When My
beneiil
Brother Fell" by Essex Hemphill
and "Jesus Must Love a Man
Like Me" by Avery R. Young.
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find Your Perfect Smile in 2005

Join our patient family and receive a FREE TAKE HOME WHITENING KIT
(a $365 value) with your new patient exam, cleaning and necessary x—rays.
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oliday fun for everyone—on the Lohrey Stage.
A Christmas Carol
28 years running. Based on the novel by Charles Dickens.

A Note of Thanks!
Thank You——
To everyone who hosted an A Place At The Table
dinner party.
Thank You——
To everyone who couldn‘t plan a dinner party but
joined us at the Gibson Guitar Factory.
Thank You——
To everyone who made a donation.
Special Thanks——
To the Gibson Guitar Factory and their staff.
Thank You Most Of All——
To our sponsors and the APATT committee: Hunter
Rittenberry (Chair), Suzanne New, Pam Merritt, Sean
Ron
Parham.
Fen:

December 4—22
Back with all the bells and whistles—including the ever—popular flying bed—A
Christmas Carol continues to delight new audiences and rekindle the holiday spirit of
charity and goodwill towards men.
_ Cinderella
Adapted by John B. Davidson
December 2—17

— This story of poor Cinderella delivers music, misadventures and a mysterious Fairy ,
Godmother on roller skates. Rhythmic, exaggerated and terribly furny, this show will
delight the entire family.
& Sendra Cochran Jabbertlabber
BusinessJoumaland
hisnrg 68 p:

xixeatrememp
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kissed Paul, pulling at his robe. "Screw breakfast. Let‘s go back
to bed. | feel great!"
REUNIONS

uns
an unpublished novel
by Jim Norcross
(chapter by chapter)
Bobby and Paul lay naked in bed, their
arms and legs wrapped around each
other, beads of sweat glistening on their backs. It was close to
noon on Sunday. The comforter, pillows and clothes were strewn
about the room.
"That was wonderful!" Paul said, kissing his lover and snuggling
closer. "No, it was more than that. What‘s another word for some—
thing that‘s better than wonderful?"
"How about well—laid?" Bobby
grinned and slapped Paul on the but—
tocks. "Now, how about going down—
stairs and getting the paper. | want to
see what the Dallas Cowboys did in
their last game."
Paul rolled his eyes, put the back
of one hand to his forehead and said
in a Scarlett O‘Hara accent, "Oh, I‘d
love to, but you see, I‘m just com—
pletely worn to a frazzle." He rolled
over and pulled a sheet about him.
"No, you don‘t. You‘re not getting
away with that. It‘s your turn to fix breakfast."
Bobby pulled the sheet away and pushed
Paul off the bed. Then, still naked,
Bobby got up and began doing his
push—ups. He looked at Paul. "When are
you going to start doing these with me? You keep prom—
ising, but you never get around to it."
"Maybe tomorrow," Paul said, still with the Southern drawl.
"Tomorrow is another day." He threw a pillow at Bobby, after
which he put on his blue terry cloth robe and went downstairs for
the paper. Returning, he threw the paper on the bed. "Sorry, but
the Cowboys lost." Paul went downstairs to start the coffee.
Suddenly Bobby bounded into the kitchen waving the news—
paper. "Look at this. Did you see the front page?" He spread the
newspaper out on the counter beside Paul and pointed to the
lower right—hand corner. "Read this."
Paul read aloud: "Son of prominent minister arrested in shoot—
ing of patrolman. Ralph ‘Moose‘ Stoball, son of the Reverend
Adrian Stoball, pastor of Great Paradise Baptist Church, was
arrested last night as a suspect in the shooting of Patrolman John
DeBerry. DeBerry was off duty when he happened upon a rob—
bery in progress at the 7/11 store at Jackson and Hollywood. The
suspect was traced with the help of an eyewitness, who saw
Stoball leaving the scene in an older model green Oldsmobile,
and got the license number. Patrolman DeBerry remains in criti—
cal condition at the Regional Medical Center.
"Can you believe that?" Bobby said.
"That‘s the student who conspired with my ex—wife to get you
fired from your coaching job, isn‘t it? What happens now?"
"Who knows? But talk about a great day!" He leaned over and
22
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In the early hours of Sunday morning, Claudia Howard stood
on the deck of the New Moon Lodge sipping coffee as she
watched the sun rise over the lake. The light shimmered on the
water. An egret squawked an alarm, then fluttered off through
the mist to a new perch in the trees. Claudia‘s lover, Michelle
(Mike), had left in the boat to check her trot lines. The two had
quarreled the previous evening, but this morning while both were
still half asleep, they had made love.
Mike was having trouble accepting Claudia‘s efforts to
become pregnant by means of artificial insemination. A big part
of the problem was the fact that Paul Brady, Claudia‘s old high
school beau, was the sperm donor. Mike wanted a child as much
as Claudia did, and they had discussed in depth the matter of
becoming parents. Both had agreed also, in terms of heredity,
that Paul would be the ideal donor. After Paul agreed to con—
tribute the specimens, however, Mike began to resent Paul‘s
involvement. She liked Paul as a person all right, and she
knew that Claudia and Paul, contrary to popular belief,
had never been intimate while dating. She simply
resented the fact that Paul was able to do some—
thing for Claudia that she couldn‘t.
Claudia felt a strong need to talk
with her mother. Since the death of
her father, and since her mother had
been diagnosed with cancer, now
considered in remission, Claudia and
her mother had become closer. She
picked up the phone and called her
mother. Orlena Howard answered
promptly, but with slight alarm consid—
ering the hour.
"Is everything alright, Claudia? It‘s
so early."
"I‘m sorry. I needed to talk to you,
and thought I‘d call before you left to
open the shop." Orlena operated a
small gift shop, specializing in jewelry. "Did |
wake you?"
"No, but Leonard — I mean, Dr. Brady — and | went
out to dinner last night and I stayed out later than I intended."
"Mother, are you and Paul‘s father getting serious? | love it!
The family tried for years to get Paul and me together, and that
didn‘t work. Now the two of you are dating. You have my bless—
ing, but it‘ll take a little getting used to."
"Oh," said Orlena, pleased but somewhat embarrassed. She
changed the subject, "What did you want to talk to me about?"
"Mother, maybe this pregnancy isn‘t such a good idea. Mike
resents Paul‘s involvement. We talked about everything for
months, agreed on everything, but now she‘s depressed
because she‘s not able to give me the baby we both want. | don‘t
know what to do."
"Honey, | can‘t help you in this. You‘re sailing uncharted
waters as far as my own experience is concerned. | don‘t know
anything about artificial insemination, and it‘s not Dr. Brady‘s
field. You and Mike will just have to talk it through. I know Mike
loves you. I know the child will be loved by both of you, by Paul
and Bobby, by the two guys across the lake ..."
"Gordon and David, yes."
"Just keep making sure Mike knows you love her."
&+

"I think Dr. Brady‘s having trouble with this, too. Do you think
he‘ll come to accept the idea ... love the baby?"
"Just give him time, Claudia. I feel sure it will all work out.
You‘ll see."
"Thanks, Mother. Thank you for understanding and for being
there for me. I love you." Then, in a chiding voice, she added,
"Say hello to Leonard — I mean, Dr. Brady — for me. That is, if
you happen to see him." Claudia giggled. "If you two were to get
married, what would that make you — a double grandmother?"
Orlena laughed.
"Anyway, thanks again."
Claudia went inside, refilled her coffee cup and then returned to
the deck. Shielding her eyes, she looked out over the water for
Mike, and saw the boat approaching from across the lake. Mike was
holding up a string of fish, and waving wildly. A warm glow passed
through Claudia. Yes, everything was going to work out. She was
sure of it. Mother had said so, and mothers always know best.
At the Regional Medical Center early Sunday morning, Frank
sat holding the hand of Patrolman John DeBerry. Tubes were
pumping fluids in, draining other fluids out. Frank had been at
the hospital all night, and his pink linen Liz Claiborne dress was
rumpled; his blond hair was disheveled. He was beginning to
worry that his beard was showing through the makeup. Still, he
didn‘t want to leave Johnny‘s side.
A young male nurse knocked and entered. Frank recognized
him from the Colony Club because the boy was there almost
every night, seldom missing a turn on the dance floor. The two
of them exchanged a polite nod of recognition.
"Hello," the nurse said, smiling, extending his hand. "Is there
anything I can do? My name is Chet." He tidied up the room a lit
tle, fluffed up the pillows. He jerked his head toward Johnny. "I‘ve

never seen him at the bar. Does he go out much?"
"He‘s straight," said Frank. "I told the doctors | was his
fiancee. Please don‘t give me away. It‘s so important to me.
Johnny doesn‘t know about me — that I‘m not a female." Frank
shifted nervously in his chair.
"And his mother? Does she know? She was in here yesterday."
"I met her. She was pretty upset. She‘s elderly and doesn‘t
see too well, so | think I got past her inspection. But Johnny has
a son who apparently hasn‘t come to the hospital, yet."
‘Oh."
Frank took a handkerchief from his small purse and began to
twist it. "Please! Johnny‘s so special to me. If the doctors were
to find out ..." Frank searched the nurse‘s face. "I was going to
tell Johnny, but | just didn‘t get a chance ..." His voice trailed off.
"No sweat. We‘re sisters, right? I‘l help anyway | can." Chet
patted Frank on the shoulder. "I envy you, you know. Wish I had
somebody to love." He walked to the door with a tray. "Hang in
there," he said. "I‘m pulling for you."
Alone again with Johnny, Frank stroked his forehead. "Don‘t hate
me Johnny for not telling you. I was afraid I‘d lose you if you knew
the truth." Frank smeared his mascara trying to control his tears.
Then Johnny stirred and appeared to be trying to talk. Frank
bent close in an effort to hear. "Yes, Johnny? What is it? I‘m
here. It‘s me, Frankie."
Johnny did not respond.
"I‘m here, Johnny. I love you. Forgive me for not telling you.
Please don‘t hate me. Please ... please!"
Johnny stirred and muttered something. Frankie leaned close
again. "Yes, Johnny? I‘m here. What is it?"
"I know, Frankie," Johnny reached a hand toward Frankie. "I
know ... I‘ve always known. It doesn‘t matter." His hand relaxed
and fell; he slumped back on the pillows, silent, exhausted.
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HAVE YOU EVER

WONDERED ..

editorial by Jim Easter
+ Andrew, Hugo and Ivan aside, why
are the hurricanes | remember most
named after women? Betsy, Camille, Donna, Isabel (two years
after she devastated the Chesapeake Bay area, people are still
waiting for FEMA funds to repair/rebuild their uninhabitable
homes), Katrina, Rita and Wilma come to mind. Must be
because there is no such thing as a himicane.
« Apostle Alton R. Williams of the World Overcomers
Outreach Ministries has been spouting off again to his flock. He
says God got tired of sin in New Orleans and brought Katrina to
wipe out the city. Bacchanalian festivals devoted to idolatry,
bestiality, public fornication, homosexuality, transvestism, witch—
craft and voodoo flourish in the Big Easy, he told his sheep. Of
course, he justified his words by quoting Bible passages, par—
ticularly Deuteronomy. However, he ignored Deuteronomy
14:3,8, which says it‘s an abomination to eat pork. Judging by
his ample girth, it doesn‘t appear that he has passed up any
Memphis barbeque.
Even evangelist Franklin Graham, son of Billy, said God
used Katrina to bring about the spiritual revival of New Orleans.
Sorry, but my God is not a wrathful deity. If New Orleans is Sin
City, why was the French Quarter spared? As Jay Leno
quipped, "God doesn‘t send hurricanes to punish people, he
sends FEMA."
+ Early in October, Regis and Kelly received the "Golden
Stool" award for boring daytime talk show hosts. Was it given by
the American Academy of Proctology?

Supply

on

« Bush nominated Harriet Miers to be a supreme Court justice
because she wasn‘t part of the "judicial monastery." I wonder, as
a 60—year—old, never—married woman, if she has ever experi—
enced a "semenarium?"
* Bush‘s approval rating in various public opinion polls is at an
all—time low (it can go lower). In one poll, only two percent of
African—Americans thought he was doing a good job. The
Crawford Cowboy is like a polled Hereford or a gelding ... no
horns, no balls, except when it comes to lobbying for Harriet
Miers to become a lifetime jurist.
* Have the bears shed their blue suede or did they just go into
hibernation a little early?
« | recently agreed to a trial subscription to The Nation, a lib—
eral left magazine advertised on Air America Radio. Two of its 11
full—page ads dealt with products to relieve erectile dysfunction.
One was for a daily, non—prescription supplement for "harder,
long—lasting erections," and another for a dildo—shaped vacuum
device that "produced an enhanced erection every time — no
waiting." No thanks, I‘ll stick with Viagra.
«Who is Art Gelien? Find out in Tab Hunter Confidential, an
autobiography, which tells of extensive liaisons with stars, such
as Anthony Perkins, figure skater Ronny Robinson and dancer
Rudolf Nureyev. Under contract to Warner Bros. from ‘52 to ‘59,
he is perhaps better known in the GLBT community for his
romantic lead in John Water‘s Polyester, opposite Divine.
« Do the owners of Sessions know they have been reno—
vating the wrong building? According to the reigning queen of
TIN, they are located at 92 North Avalon, the site of the Home
Depot store. Sessions opened up the first week in November
at the corner of Claybrook and Jefferson, once home to
Chaps, 501 and Crossroads. Work harder on your queen
Elizabeth goodbye wave, Allen, turning over the reigns was
pretty punny.
+ About 15 percent of HIV strains infecting newly diagnosed
patients are resistant to one or more classes of AIDS drugs.
Even if you and your partner have both been diagnosed with
HIV, practice safer sex every time so you won‘t become rein—
fected with a resistant strain or create one. Use your head. Use
a condom.
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Micd—South Pride 2005 reportedly deht—free, plans for 2006, underway
According to Gary Wilkerson, president of Mid—South Pride 6349, email info@midsouthpride.org or go to its website at
(MSP), Pride 2005 was completed debt free. —
www.midsouthpride.org.
MSP is already preparing for Pride 2006 and is seeking the help
Also, MSP will hold a town—hall meeting on Sunday, Nov. 13, at 3
of the Memphis and Mid—South GLBT community.
p.m. at the Memphis Gay & Lesbian Community Center, 892 South
Individuals interested in volunteering on various MSP commit— Cooper to update the community on plans for Pride 2006. Those
tees, including events, communications and fundraising, are need— interested in volunteering on a MSP committee or entertaining at
ed. Also, entertainers, including individuals and groups, who are
Pride 2006, are invited to attend this meeting, as well.
interested in performing at Pride 2006, also are needed.
To stay up—to—date on MSP Pride 2006 plans, go online to
Volunteers and entertainers should contact MSP at (901) 328— www.midsouthpride.org.

NAPP and

- Presents
FREE Admission

Retail

Entertainment *

Travel * Professional Services Healthcare Cultural Home/Garden
— 5 pm
Prizes &
al one
week/your
choice
Includes Flight
and Hotel Accomodations!

Giveaways
all da

Includmg
a set of
Bridgestone
tires

EXPO SCHEDULE
f
11 a.m.—12.:30 pm. Lunch and Keynote Address by Justin Nelson President, National Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce
Exhibit Hall Open Noon to 5 p.m.
1:00
—
2:00p.m.
Workshop:
and Lesbian Health Issues presented by Vanderbilt Medical Center
2:30 — 3:30 p.m. Workshop: Success inGaySmallMenBusiness
presented by Josh fistrin President, Concepts in Success, Miami, FL.
4:00 — 5:00 p.m. Workshop: Home Renovations & Additions presented by R. Lynn Taylor Proprietor, Taylor Made Plans,
Nashville, TN.
Chairman
irma

}

President

Debate):

Boardroom

FREFIT)Q)!~4'F!NAND§T‘I$E£

m

Ameriprise$0
reoped
CMT

ELC Y

Rymar
fan
Ema!

bevel) ¥

wan getesiuee

€vanderbilt Medical Center

Sronsors

Me w: Gant lA

President

: Extra .Entry.f0r

: Vacatlﬂn Giveaway

b L Yes! I want to be a winner!

g s 81 E 1

Name _

“WWW-w”
OUTS.

Address
Ur
SCF"
City _

¥

959mm

Nashville Title

MrEpia
C

ull

Boardroom
WNS

,

State

Zip

Phone Number
Email Address
Please mail to NAPP * P.O. Box 330971 *+ Nashville, TN 37203—7507
Limit One Mail Entry Per Person —
Mail Entrants Must Attend Expo To Win
Novemser 2005

FAMILY & friends

25

FROM THE

U

by Kevin Shaw
by Patricia Pair, Kevin Shaw is on hiatus
There aren‘t many people who haven‘t heard a Billy
Joel song. From "Only The Good Die Young" to
"Shameless," Joel‘s songs have touched the hearts and lives of just about everyone.
Get ready for an evening of Joel‘s music when the Broadway tour of
Movin‘ Out makes its way to The Orpheum stage Nov. 15—20.
Conceived by the legendary Twyla Tharp (conception, choreography,
direction), and set against the music of Billy Joel (lyrics and music), Movin‘
Out takes us to 1960s Long Island, where the king and queen of the prom,
Brenda and Eddie, are finished, while forever sweethearts James and Judy
are ready for marriage. Their friend, Tony, is looking for
that kind of love, and finds it with Brenda, who has
become her own woman. War takes the men away from
home, leaving their loved ones to pick up the pieces.
James loses his life in combat, while Tony and Eddie
return home broken as Judy grieves.
With the tour making its way across America, Family
& Friends got the chance to talk with Movin‘ Out‘s male
dance captain and James understudy Sean Kelly, who
also happens to be openly gay, via telephone from his
Indianapolis hotel room.
F&F: How are you feeling today?
Kelly: I‘m pretty good.
F&F: I guess you have a pretty busy schedule?
Kelly: Usually we‘re in rehearsal Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday. We always think theatrically we‘re
going to limit it down to two days a week and once in
awhile that happens, but (laughs) frequently there‘s
someone new in the show or an injury or for some rea—
son we usually end up rehearsing most of the time about
three days a week. And about, say about four hours a
day on average so we probably put in about 10 to 14 hours a week in
rehearsal. And then the shows; there‘s always eight a week. ...So, we get a
lot of Movin‘ Out. (laughs)
F&F: When did this particular tour start?
Kelly: It started January of; we‘ve been out for almost two years, so
January of ‘04.
F&F: That‘s a pretty grueling schedule.
Kelly: Yeah, it‘s been pretty intense. We‘ve had a few weeks off here and
there, not a whole lot. We finally had a nice three—week break during the sum—
mer. But, you know, it‘s been great. It‘s such a good show and a really nice
group of people to work with.
F&F: Tell us a little about the show.
Kelly: Well, basically it‘s all Billy Joel music and the entire show is done
in dance. The band is on a platform above the stage so its kind of like a live
concert with all of them playing and the piano men sing, you know, the songs
and then the actual floor of the stage is all of the dancers dancing the show
out. It‘s an interesting concept as far as it‘s not a traditional musical theater
format because the dancers aren‘t singing it. But, it seems to be generally
very well received.
Basically Twyla (Tharp) designed it as a reverence to the men who served
in Viet Nam. And she took the idea of people growing up in 1965, roughly, in
Hicksville, Long Island, five good friends and one couple, sort of the young,
innocent couple in love, Brenda and Eddie, based on the song "Scenes From
An Italian Restaurant," are married but they‘re having their issues and in one
of the earlier scenes they break up and eventually Brenda starts getting
together with Tony, who is Eddie‘s very good friend. So now we have kind of
26
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a complicated scenario, between the three of them. And, as time passes, they
all end up going off to the Viet Nam war and James, one of the three men,
gets killed over there and Eddie is somewhat responsible for him dying. So
then, the second half of the show is about everybody‘s issues of dealing with
how war changes people and how the death of a friend obviously changes
people; but how communication breaks down and how people come back.
Because Eddie feels so responsible for what happened while they were in
Viet Nam, he starts spiraling out of control on drugs and the end of the show
is kind of everybody‘s resolution; working through all of that and all of that pain
and coming to a better place.
F&F: Would you say it‘s kind of a modern ballet of sorts?
Kelly: It is. It has definitely classical vocabulary. I think Twyla‘s known to
take classically—based dancers and incorporate everything from boxing to
yoga to jazz to ballet; she kind of mixes all these different styles and tech—
niques; mends them all together; that‘s sort of her style to come up with all of
that stuff, and so it is a modern ballet. But, I think people sometimes have a
preconceived idea of what going to the ballet is and this is like (pause) going
to the ballet in jeans and T—shirts and cute mini—skirts and high heels and sexy,
young people performing the show. So it has a very Broadway feel to it, but
the actual foundation of it is classical dance.
F&F: As an understudy for James, what are the chances you get to step in?
Kelly: We rotate pretty regularly because the show is really physically
demanding and our principals, the Tony, Brendas and Eddies, they each do
four a week, so we have a rotation system set up and
we do that a couple of times usually a week for James,
so I typically will do James at least once or twice a week,
which is wonderful. It‘s a great role to do and it keeps
me very on top of it and 1 perform it regularly enough
that hopefully it‘s never apparent that we have, for lack
of a better word, the first cast versus the swings or the
second cast people on. We try to rehearse the show so
much that whoever changes in and out, it‘s still the
same quality product.
F&F: So there‘s a really good chance we‘re going to
get to see you in the lead role while you‘re here?
Kelly: Yes, probably.
F&F: Without asking how old you are, did you grow
up listening to Billy Joel?
Kelly: (laughs) I can put it this way, I‘m one of the
more seasoned members of the cast, but yes I did, I‘m
certainly very familiar with Billy‘s music.
F&F: Have you had an opportunity to meet him?
Kelly: | have. | did the Broadway show for about
four months before the tour started so I had met him in
New York ‘cause he‘ll stop by once in a while to play
there, which is always, of course, incredibly exciting for the audience.
F&F: What‘s your favorite song in the show?
Kelly: My favorite song (long pause) I like "(Big Man on) Mulberry Street"
a lot. I also like that number. I think I‘m so influenced visually because I now
can‘t listen to the songs without playing the choreography (in my mind). It‘s
like a permanent video tape in my mind because I‘ve seen the show so many
times now. I like that scene. it‘s a very angst—ridden but sexy scene so I prob—
ably really enjoy that. I love "River of Dreams," which is the finale to the show.
It has sort of an African—based feel and it‘s also a very joyous song, so I like
that a lot, as well.
F&F: Tell us a little about yourself, something not on your resume.
Kelly: Gosh, what else would I cover. Grew up in California. I‘ve lived in
New York for awhile. Lived in Houston for a long time. I‘m openly gay and
have been single for a long time. And, gosh, I‘ve just been living on the road
for about four years now, which has its advantages and disadvantages
(laughs). Kind of hard to have a relationship.
F&F: What do you do in your spare time?
Kelly: (both laugh) In my spare time, which is pretty minimal, unfortu—
nately. I like to go to the movies. At least every couple of weeks I‘ll go out,
maybe on a weekend, to a club; kind of check out the local scene. Go out
dancing a bit. | don‘t necessarily always dance ‘cause a lot of times, if it‘s a
Saturday, | just did two shows, (laughs) but I like, want to hear the music and
kinda check out the scene and maybe meet some local people and what else
do I do? I‘ve gotten a little bit into playing poker recently with some friends on
the tour and playing pool a little bit, and try and take up some other activities,
&+

do some reading, you know, balance out stim—
ulating my mind in other directions. 1 bought
some property in California so I‘m trying to get
into investing.
F&F: Are you reading anything at the
moment?
Kelly: At the moment I‘m reading an invest—
ment book (snickers). But 1 read Shadow
Divers, which was the last, I guess, novel, or,
actually it‘s a factual book about these two
divers off of the coast of New Jersey who dis—
covered a sunken German U—boat. It‘s a really
exciting read.
M
F&F: When did you realize you were gay?
Kelly: | think I knew, probably sounds kind of cliche, but I knew early on.
I can remember back having feelings and then probably coming to terms with
them more when I was in my earlier teens. By the time | was about 18 or 19,
I was pretty comfortably open.
F&F: Your family take it okay?
Kelly: Yes, fortunately. I never came out to my dad. He passed quite a
few years ago so I never spoke with him aboutit, but the rest of my family has
been really accepting, and interestingly, my mom, | think mothers are so
insightful, and she came to visit me one time in Houston and we were driving
around and there was a gay piano bar and we happened to drive by it and
sort of, out of the blue, 1 just think life is so funny, and she said something
about, "What‘s that place?" And 1 said, "Oh, it‘s a piano bar." And she said,
"Oh, that sounds interesting. Maybe we should check it out." And I said, "Oh,
okay, well it‘s a little bit of a mixed crowd." And she said, "What do you mean?"
And I said, "Well, it‘s gay and straight." And she goes, "Oh, that‘s fine." And
the she said, "You know, if you everfelt you were gay I would be totally fine
with that." And I said, "Oh, okay." I didn‘t answer her, but basically she knew.
She was doing her best to say, "It‘s okay and when you‘re ready, you know,
and we‘ll talk about it and I understand and I accept you." And so, yeah, that
was really a great support to have.
F&F: I would guessed that an interest in dance and theater would have
been a dead giveaway.
— Kelly: Yes, and although, I will tell you it‘s very funny, because | found with
Houston Ballet and with this tour, there‘s a large majority who are straight.
Which a lot of my gay friends are like, "They are not! They are not!" And I‘m
like, "No, honestly, they are!" (laughs) Not every dancer‘s gay. But, certainly,
I think, it does raise that question, you know if you‘re open—minded and enjoy
the arts and theater and being expressive, | think it does tend to open the pos—
sibility that maybe one is gay. It certainly was true in my case.
F&F: You said you‘re single. By choice?
Kelly: Good question. By choice? I guess, yeah, ultimately, it is by choice,
but not because I‘m not open to having someone in my life, but I guess that
person hasn‘t come along yet.
F&F: So, what‘s your type? What are you looking for?
Kelly: Oh gosh. Are you setting me up while I‘m in Memphis?
F&F: You never know what might happen.
Kelly: (laughs) I suppose my type is, I‘m pretty flexible as I‘ve gotten more
seasoned, as I like to say. I would probably say sort of young professional—
looking. Professional, clean—cut, relatively fit — I spend a lot of time working
out and trying to keep my body fit, so that‘s certainly something I find attrac—
tive. A bright person who certainly has goals and is success—oriented; has
direction. I think a professional, whatever capacity that be, be it business or
the arts or something, but a pretty focused individual.
F&F: Last question. Why should somebody go see the show?
Kelly: Excellent question. I think you have three layers, you have great
musicians playing Billy Joel music, you have a really athletic group of dancers
dancing for two hours and, additionally, there is a energetic feel, but the story—
line has a lot of depth to it. You can enjoy the physical, athletic sight ofit, which
is sexy and fun, but then you also can receive the message and the reverence
that she (Tharp) is paying these people who served in Viet Nam. And, I think
that idea parallels a lot with what‘s going on with Iraq right now, as well.
Showtimes for Movin‘ Out are Nov. 15—17 at 7:30 p.m., Nov. 18 at 8 p.m.,
Nov. 19 at 2 and 8 p.m. and Nov. 20 at 1:30 and 6 p.m. Tickets, which range
in price from $75 to $35, can be purchased at The Orpheum Box Office;
Davis—Kidd Booksellers, 387 S. Perkins Road, or any TicketMaster location.
Tickets can also be charged by telephone by calling (901) 525—3000, (901)
743—ARTS or (901) 525—7800 for groups.

According to a press release from the National Coalition for
Sexual Freedom (NCSF), Attorney General Alberto Gonzales
announced that his office will specifically target "bestiality, urina—
tion, defecation, as well as sadistic and masochistic behavior" in
pursuing new obscenity prosecutions. The Department of
Justice began recruiting in late July for a new anti—obscenity
squad to pursue obscenity prosecutions, and the FBI announced
in September it was forming an anti—obscenity task force to crack
down on (adult) pornography.
Any website that has content containing "bestiality, urination,
defecation, as well as sadistic and masochistic behavior" should
be forewarned that prosecution is possible. Additionally, federal
sentencing guidelines state that any obscenity—related punish—
ment should be "enhanced for sadomasochistic material."
Forty people and businesses have been convicted of obscen—
ity since 2001, and 20 additional indictments are pending,
according to Andrew Oosterbaan, chief of the Justice
Department‘s child exploitation and obscenity section. There
were only four obscenity prosecutions during the eight years of
the Clinton administration.
Though adult content is, in theory, protected by the First
Amendment, only a jury can determine if a work is obscene or
not under the subjective set of standards, which vary from one
community to the next, established in the 1973 Supreme Court
ruling, Miller v. California.
Text is not inherently more protected than images when it
comes to obscenity charges. The erotic fiction website Red
Rose Stories is facing obscenity charges after federal agents
raided the owner‘s home on Oct. 3, taking computer equipment
and diskettes that contained all of its files and site information.
The Department of Justice is clearly hoping that websites will
self—censor or remove their content entirely. Midori, a fetish
model and SM educator who teaches classes on bondage, has
removed her website, BeautyBound.com, citing fear of obsceni—
ty prosecution. The owner of three SM websites, known as
GrandPa DeSade, removed his websites from the Internet.
SuicideGirls.com also announced they are self—censoring their
material over concerns about a possible obscenity crackdown.
Recent prosecutions of obscenity on websites include: A for—
mer police officer in Lakeland, Fla., arrested on Oct. 7, on more
than 300 obscenity—related charges for the sexual content post—
ed on his website. The same day, webmaster Chris Wilson,
owner of amateur website NowThatsFuckedUp.com, was raided
on charges of obscenity by a local sheriff‘s office.
"I think it‘s crucial for us to stand up for consensual sado—
masochism and other alternative sexual practices," said photog—
rapher Barbara Nitke. "This is a battle worth fighting, and I hope
everyone who can will just censor out the most provocative
material from their websites, but keep them up. I also appeal to
the lawyers in our community to help us find ways to keep peo—
ple‘s websites up."
Nitke and the NCSF have proactively challenged federal
obscenity laws as applied to the Internet, arguing that obscenity
laws based on "local community standards" are too vague and
their existence burdens protected speech, resulting in self—cen—
sorship due to the fear of prosecution. A district court, three—
judge panel in New York ruled that while Nitke and the NCSF
See Immoral websites, page 35
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FUTURISTIC

FAG

by Charlie Green
J

Question: What comes in various lengths
(and widths), requires batteries and spends a
lot of time in my hand?
No, not that. I‘m talking about my collection of remote controls. It
seems that with every new device I get, I add another remote. As
much as these nifty gadgets make our lives easier one at a time,
when they start to pile up on the coffee table they can get out of hand.
We can thank the fine folks at Zenith for bringing us the first remote
control in 1956. This first remote used sound waves to control the Power
and Channel functions. Today‘s typical remote control uses infrared light
to communicate and control a myriad of functions in your TV, stereo,
DVD, Tivo, cable box and just about anything else electronic.
It is that myriad of devices and functions that requires every
device to have it‘s own unique remote. | have spent a lot of time
researching in an attempt to find the perfect remote control.
The universal remote control has been around for a long time.
However, as anyone who has ever lost an original remote knows,
they aren‘t the easiest thing in the world to program. Even when you
do manage to get the right codes in the new remote, it doesn‘t usu—
ally control all the menus and functions of your original controller.
The market for universal replacement remotes can be a bit over—
whelming. They can cost anywhere from $10 to hundreds of dollars.
They can control everything from your TV to the lights and curtains.
The best universal remote | have found is the Harmony line from
Logitech. These remotes are actually programmed via the Internet.
When you get one of these, you create an account on the Harmony
website. The website will take you through an interview process
that will ask you about all the different devices you want to control.
(Don‘t worry, there are no whips and chains involved.) Once the
website knows the make and model number of all your devices it
then will ask you how you use them. For example, you may want to
use the stereo to control the sound for all the devices in your Home
Theatre. Once the website knows all your
devices and how you use them it‘s time to pro—
gram the remote. This is the best part — all you do
to program the remote is connect it to your USB
port on the computer. The website will sense the
remote is connected and download the program—
ming right to your control.
After the Harmony remote is programmed,
you simply need to push one button to do most of
your activities. If you want to watch a DVD, just
click the Watch Movie button. The Harmony
remote will turn on the TV (if it is off), tune the TV
to the right channel, turn on the DVD player (if it
is off), and even turn on your stereo if you like.
Harmony uses something they call "Smart State"
technology, which really just means it remembers
what‘s on and what it‘s doing so when you go
from watching a movie to watching TV, it will per—
form only the steps necessary to change all the
devices needed to watch TV and turn off the
devices you don‘t use to watch TV.

Because the Harmony is Internet—powered, whenever you add
or change the components you want to control, you just need to go
back to the website and tell it what‘s changed. It will then re—pro—
gram the remote for you and you are good to go.
Of course all this ease and convenience doesn‘t come cheap;
prices start at $99 for one of these bad boys. Harmony offers a com—
plete line of remotes with the unique Internet—enabled programming.
For
more
information,
check
out
its
website.
at
www.logitech.com/harmony.
Of course, some times it really doesn‘t make a lot of sense to go
spend a hundred bucks to replace a couple of remote controls.
There are still some good options in these cases.
In my case, I had four different remotes in my bedroom and each
night before bed I would have to find them all and turn everything I
wanted on. As you can imagine there are more important things on
my night stand than a remote control pile. So the search was on for
one remote that wouldn‘t cost too much but could do most every—
thing my other remotes could do. Well, it took some time but I did
find what | was looking for and it came in at under $30.
Unfortunately, this price meant I did have to do a lot of work to get
the darn thing to perform.
Here are some questions to ask when shopping for a universal
remote:
Look and feel — yet again, looks count but even more important
is can you maneuver this bad boy in the dark. Will you be able to
find the right buttons without having to turn on the light?
How much control do you want? — Most of these devices will
only be able to control a set number of devices, so take a count of
what you have and remember that when you are out shopping. Not
only how much but, also, what are they? Some remotes will be
designed to function easier with a DVD instead of a Tivo.
Will it change for you? — If you want a meaningful relationship
with your remote | would recommend that you should look for one
that has "Learning" functions. That way if there is a button on your
original remote that isn‘t there on the new one, you can teach the
new remote that function.
As in any search for the perfect relationship, there is a universal
remote out there that is just right for you. Once you find yours, you
really won‘t understand how you lived without one.
For more information than you ever wanted to know about
remote controls, checkout www.remotecentral.com.
(This is an opinion/editorial piece. The views expressed in
this column are those of the writer and are not necessarily those
of Family & Friends Magazine or its staff.)
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www.firstcongo.com

"My Barbie world was different from
those of your average little girl, or gay
boy. Barbie didn‘t go on dates, or have
stupid tea parties. When she wasn‘t being a mean cunt and act—
ing like a whore, she was in major danger fighting for survival in
The Poseidon Adventure. She was screaming and swimming for
her life in Jaws. And her hair was a mess with her dress ripped
to shreds while she fought off Jason from Friday the 13th.
Sometimes I let her live. Other times the bitch died and ended
up in a shallow grave in my back yard."
f
— Columnist Paulo Murillo in Los Angeles‘ FAB!, Sept. 23.
"You know, | understand why peo—
ple might be interested. But | just
don‘t talk about my personal life.
It‘s a decision I made a long time
ago, before | ever even knew any—
one would be interested in my per—
sonal life. The whole thing about being
a reporter is that you‘re supposed to be
an observer and to be able to adapt with
any group you‘re in, and | don‘t want to
do anything that threatens that."
—
CNN anchor
Anderson
Cooper when asked by New York
magazine if he‘s gay, which has
been reported in the gay press,
Sept. 19.
"The groups that want to preserve second—class citizenship
for gays and lesbians like to howl! about ‘unelected judges‘ at
every ruling that goes against them. Let the record show that,
in 2005, a majority of the duly elected members of the
California Senate and Assembly voted for AB849 to extend
marriage rights to same—sex couples. Let the record also show
it was the governor‘s decision to let the courts resolve this
matter of civil rights."
— The San Francisco Chronicle in a Oct. 3 editorial.
"A lot of people have asked me, ‘Were
you worried about the sex scenes? and,
you know, maybe it‘s just that | take these
things for granted, because I live in LA
and some of my close friends and family
are gay, and | grew up in a generation
where it‘s not a problem. It‘s
ot my fault if people disagree
ith my ideas, because that‘s
was raised."
rokeback Mountain star
haal to Britain‘s
gazine, Oct. 6. The
ie won the Venice
‘s Golden Lion for
. 10 in Italy.

"I had a yard sale after my divorce
where 5,000 people came, and one
man in particular bought several pairs
of my shoes. You know you‘ve made it
when a drag queen comes to your yard
sale and buys your stuff!"
— Singer Wynonna Judd to The
Advocate, Oct. 11

"This new ‘Instruction‘ is disgusting and destructive, but hard—
ly surprising given this pope‘s long—standing, unbridled hatred for
gay people. While he‘s at it, he should order that the Sistine
Chapel be painted over and that the Vatican get rid of all the
sacred works of art created for it by so—called ‘disordered‘ gay
people over the centuries. This is part of the church hierarchy‘s
calculated — and frankly, evil — campaign to scapegoat gay peo—
ple for the decades of appalling sex abuse of children and young
people that it alone created, nurtured and covered up."
— National Gay and Lesbian Task Force Executive
Director Matt Foreman on the Roman Catholic Church‘s
reported plans to ban all gays from seminaries, Sept. 22.

"Ever since Hurricane Katrina
devastated New Orleans, | have
spent my evenings pausing and
rewinding news footage of my
hometown in search of some inter—
section or landmark so that | might
winnow down the enormous and
numbing sense of loss | feel. I came
close with a clip of a burning mansion in
the Garden District, the neighbor—
hood | grew up in, but the clip was
too brief and the camera spun wild—
ly away from the house and up to
the military helicopter hovering over—
head. There also was the battered Clearview Mall on
Veterans Boulevard, which sits next to the interstate on—
ramp | would take to go home after visiting friends in areas
of Jefferson Parish that now lie underwater. But the wide
shots, the helicopter views that pan ceaselessly over a
newly—formed swamp of homes, businesses, and lost lives,
turn my city into something incomprehensible."
— Gay author Christopher Rice writing in The
Advocate, Oct. 11.

"They (conservative Christians) hate us. They really hate us.
They are honestly fearful that if the world isn‘t a hostile place for
gays and lesbians, their children who are gay will come out. This
is all about Alan Keyes, for example, preferring Maya Keyes
being closeted and miserable and ‘right with God‘ than Maya
getting it into her head that she can live a full, ethical, open and
out life as a lesbian."
— Syndicated gay columnist Dan Savage to The
Advocate, Sept. 27.
Quotes compiled by Rex Wockner, who has reported news for the gaypress
since 1985. His work has appeared in more than 200 gay publications. He has
a B.A. in journalism from Drake University, started his career as a radio reporter
and has written extensively for the mainstream media, as well.
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Miss Gay AmErRiIca 2006 FINALS AT THE CANNON CENTER

RIGHT: Miss Gay
America 2005

W
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Raquel Chevallier,
left, and Miss Gay
America 2006
Nicole Dubois

ALYSSA EDWARDS
«__. drd Alternate

ELU:
Ath Alternate

COTI COLLNS
1st Alternate

ALINA MALLETTI

LUSCIOUS

VICTORIA DEPAULA

RAQUEL
CHEVALLIER
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The International Federation of Black Gay Prides (IFBGP)
and the National Black Justice Coalition (NBJC) have initiated
"Black Out 2006," a year—long effort to enlist at least 2,006 Black
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and same—gender—loving
people in every state to come out.
"Whether you are trying to address homophobia in the Black
church or ending the HIV/AIDS epidemic, it all must start with being
open and honest about our lives and our love," said NBJC
President Keith Boykin. "Recognizing your own sexual identity and
working toward self—acceptance are the first steps in coming out."
"The decision to come out is always personal and can be one
of the most difficult tasks you confront in your life," said IFBGP
Chair Michel Hinson, "but it can also be one of the most rewarding.
We want to help people take control of this process and provide
support when they are coping with the ramifications so that you can
act positively rather than defensively. Coming out is one way of
affirming your dignity and the dignity of other LGBT people."
The national campaign will have two major components:
1) The Leadership and Legacy Initiative will focus on openly
homosexual, gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and same—gen—
der—loving African—Americans in history and leaders of today.
Through print and electronic media campaigns, IFBGP and
NBJC will publicize the stories and accomplishments of Black
Americans who have lived and are living openly as LGBT and
same—gender—loving individuals. This initiative will feature
accomplished professionals, community activists, religious and
spiritual leaders and exemplary members of communities.
2) The Coming Out For Life Initiative is a national mobilization

American

Tuxedo

campaign designed to enroll at least 2,006 Black LGBT individ—
uals to sign a pledge that they will "come out" to at least one per—
son in their life who does not know about their sexual orientation
or their same—sex partner and family. This multi—faceted effort will
be designed to encourage personal fulfillment and spark com—
munity engagement.
"Coming out is a continuing, sometimes lifelong, process,"
said NBJC board member Mandy Carter. "With this campaign
we are saying that we all have some coming out to do for our
own sake and for the well—being of our communities."
In addition to the pledge, which will be available online and
distributed at each of the 25 Black Gay Prides scheduled for
2006, IFBGP and NBJC plan to compile a resource list of Black
LGBT and allied support and social organizations and develop
coming out guides for Black same—gender—loving communities.
"In the communities that host Black Gay Prides, these annu—
al celebrations have served to raise an awareness of the hopes,
needs and gifts of Black GLBT people in the communities,"
Hinson said. "Now is an ideal time to take this to new heights by
mobilizing our people."
In addition, the coming out campaign will include an online and
community—based voter registration and voter education effort.

Be The Change You
Want To See In The World!

Ultimate C
iooa

Free
Groom‘s
Tuxedo Program
Over 100 Styles
Available
Discounts on
Invitations
Open Evenings
and Sundays
Best Place
Town ...
Guaranteed!

in

www.americantuxedos.com
* 4730 Riverdale
(across from Wal—Mart)

4722 Poplar Avenue
{next to Sekisui)

Alatinum Jewelers
| YOUR QUALITY WHOLESALE JEWELER
2200 N. GERMANTOWN PKY. — 387—1005
(NEXT TO BOLLA PASTA)
) 545 S. PERKINS ExT. — 901.680.0020
(OAK HALL BUILDING, NEXT TO GOLDSMITH‘S OAK COURT}

901—753—8897

901—761—2848

WWW.PLATINUMJIEWELERS.COM
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On Saturday, Nov. 19,
from 9 a.m. to noon at the
Memphis Botanic Garden,
750

Cherry
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Road

Park,
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of cheetahs. As few as 500
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development. The exhibit also
offers a glimpse into the lives
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of Kenyan school children.

CMOM is open Tuesday to

Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m, and

Sunday,

noon

to

5

p.m.

Admission is $6 for children
(ages one to 12) and seniors
(62+), and $7 for adults.
For more information, call
(901) 458—2678 or go online to
www.cmom.com.
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Kids can meet
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explore ways to bring chil—
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nature through designing

Clifford, hear

creative outdoor environ—
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gation with all the senses
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Big Red Dog
on Saturday
and
Sunday,
Nov.19 and 20, from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at St. Mary‘s
Episcopal School, located at 60
Perkins Road Extended.
Activities

also

Thanksgiving

include

Cost is $10 per person;

Chuck, arts and crafts, snacks

registration is required by
Sunday, Nov. 11, by call—

more. Tickets are $12

each.
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by

For more

(901)

information

325—6560

or

online to www.wkno.org.
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Immoral websites

Coming to Reading
from page 12

How someone‘s interpretation of a monster thinking, talking,
having feelings, could awaken such feelings and a love for liter—
ature is perhaps still a bit of an enigma to me. 1 don‘t even
remember Grendel‘s author or many of its finite details. But there
are lots of other authors, who I may have never found had I not
found Grendel. No, | am not a monster. Maybe | am just an
author seduced by some teacher many moons ago to read this
Grendel book. Maybe I‘m a teacher who will guide some kid who
is hiding from themselves, (providing them) the impetus to be
okay with whatever reality they live with and locate the larger
communities of hope waiting for their story to be told.
Reprinted with permission of Tim‘m West, author, poet, journalist, schol—
ar, educator and rapper. He is the author Red Dirt Revival, a book ofpoetry,
and its musical complement on Cellular Records, Songs From Red Dirt. His
Cleo Manago
chapbook, Bare, was released in 2005. Read more about him at his website
from page 17 at www.reddirt.biz and at his blogsite at www.porchweller.blogspot.com.
(This is an opinion/editorial piece. The views expressed in this col—
they had to discuss speakers for the (MMM) march. The speak— umn are those of the writer and are not necessarily those of Family &
ers and organizations she mentioned included Black Men‘s Friends Magazine or its staff.)
Exchange (sic). She said you guys were a Black homosexual
group in Harlem and somebody from it was speaking at the
march this year.
"We both have children that we suspected were gay," the
mother continued. "She has a teenage daughter, and I, a
teenage son. Neither one of us knew what to do about having
BGALA
teenage children whose sexual orientations we disagree with.
Telling them we disapprove, not of them, but of homosexuality,
University of Memphis Students
has only shut down communication.
she
you,"
for
"Fortunately, I do have C—SPAN, and I looked
for Bisexual, Gay & Lesbian
continued. "I must say | was pleased. You were so strong.
Different from what I had expected. You were wise about the
Awareness
Black community‘s progress. Also, you gave us things to con—
."
differently
son
my
memphis. edu/~bgala
sider that helped me see
uofm_bgala@yahoo.com +
"She went on to talk about how she engaged her son about his
sexuality," Manago
paraphrased
the Lambda Legal Youth PSA
reminder of the
woman‘s email. "She
said after (her son)
got past the initial
shock of her even
bringing up the issue,
he tried to deny his
sexuality, as he had
done before. She
had already told him
that homosexuality
was wrong. But this
time, her demeanor
was different.. She
told him of her
acceptance, and a
wall between them
dropped."
A
copy
of
Manago‘s prepared
speech for the MMM
is available online at
Youhave the
www.blackligh—
na—
.com/ma
tonline
You have the right to be who you are.
go.html.

from page 27
members were at risk, more proof was needed that obscenity
laws cause otherwise protected speech to be restrained through
acts of self—censorship. The case is now on appeal to the United
States Supreme Court.
"The effect of silencing alternative lifestyle speech was exactly
why we brought the lawsuit," said attorney John Wirenius, lead
counsel for NCSF. "The self—censorship we are seeing underscores
the importance of supporting our ongoing obscenity challenge."
For more information, go online to www.ncsfreedom.org. or
www.barbaranitke.com

righ to be ifferent.
You have the right to be out, safe & respected at school.
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HIV

Oral

Swab

Test

20—MINUTE IMMEDIATE RESULT
FDA approved, confidential HIV testing in a private setting with counseling

and support at your fingertips.

901—795—5905
Office open M—F, 9 am to 4:30 pm. Evening appointments available.
Medical Testin Resources
4322 American ay, Memphis

My pathto recovery
by Gerald Moreno
In addition to living with HIV, many of us also
are dealing with recovery. Maintaining sobriety
certainly is a challenge that | encounter on a daily
basis. Without my sobriety, I have nothing!
I spent many years trying to get clean and

Five all—time dumbest ling;

"L absolutely know my partner‘s sexual history"
"Condoms are foolproct"
"For the last couple of years I‘ve been careful"
"I can‘t have HIV, I feel fine"
] "Testing is too much hassle. I‘d rather not know"

sober because | know that a healthy lifestyle is impossi—
ble if I‘m using. I rememberlying in an alley crying while "shooting up"
because I did not want to do it anymore. Getting arrested was a relief.
It took me many years to admit, and understand, that I was pow—
erless over drugs and alcohol; but once I did, my life took on a differ—
ent meaning. Today we have many programs, including abstinence—
based, 12—step programs; recovery homes, and harm reduction that
can assist us in our quest for sobriety and a healthy lifestyle.
HIV/AIDS TESTING SITES & INFORMATION
Recovery homes can be a valuable asset in obtaining the sup—
port that a person needs for sobriety. Most recovery homes model
Friends For Life & The Positive Living Center
themselves after the 12—step program, and require that you remain
43 North Cleveland, Memphis, TN 38104
drug— and alcohol—free. If a relapse occurs, they will simply ask you
Cali Friends For Life for dates and times
to leave. This happened to me many times, and | did not understand
FREE OraSure « appointments may be required
why. Harm reduction was not available when I began recovery, so I
For more information, call (901) 272—0855
felt rejected every time | was asked to leave a recovery home
Memphis & Shelby County Health Department
because of relapse.
814 Jefferson Avenue, Room 221 « 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Harm reduction is another option today. Working with addicts from
Monday—Friday » Testing conducted on teens, ages 13 and
a harm reduction perspective means accepting that some people
up, without parental consent. HIV Test Cost: FREE
simply are not going to stop using at this time, but nevertheless offer—
For more information, call (901) 544—6808
ing them services. An open door policy can result in a harm reduction
Memphis Regional Planned Parenthood
snowball effect: small improvements can pave the way for further
1407 Union Avenue, Third Floor « 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday
reduction of drug use and an improved lifestyle in other ways. This
to Thursday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fridays « FREE OraSure
snowball effect can continue, maybe even to the point of abstinence.
testing for ages 13—24, over age 24: $35 blood test,
1 believe that everyone must find a method that works for him or
$40 OraSure « For more information, call (901) 725—1717
her. If you are struggling with addiction, try speaking with a coun—
selor at your local AIDS service organization or healthcare facility.
New Directions Inc.
They may help you find the method that‘s right for you.
4466 Elvis Presley, Suite 310 » 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
I now work a 12—step program to help me stay clean and sober.
to Friday » Appointments required + HIV Test Cost: FREE
\ Relapse is an everyday reality that I must deal with one day at a
For more information, call (901) 346—5497
time. When temptation crosses my path, | recall the turmoil 1 felt
The Shot Nurse
while in my addiction and remind myself that | never want to experi—
4646 Poplar/So. Perkins « 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday—Friday,
ence the life of drugs and alcohol again.
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Wednesdays « There is a charge for an
Living with HIV and recovery presents many challenges. They
HIV test « For more information, call (901) 685—9999
also have some things in common. For example, you have to be
Medical Testing Resources Inc.
adherent to your anti—HIV medications, just like you have to stick to
4322 American Way « 9 am to 4:30 pm Monday—Friday
your 12—step program. Also, you have to place trust in others to help
OraQuick 20—minute HIV test » Confidential
you through difficult times. What keeps me on track with both is the
promise of the future. Research advances are being made daily, so
Cost: $70 to $90 « ages 13 and up
For more information, call (901) 795—5905
I live each day the best that I can, so that I can be alive and healthy
and able to take advantage of what the future may bring.
The Exodus Empowerment Project
Gerald Moreno is a health educator/trials screening coordinator with
2600 Poplar Avenue « Suite 200
the University of California—San Diego‘s Anti—Viral Research Center.
For more information, call (901) 458—4717
Reprinted with permission from www.PositiveWords.com ©2002
by Dallabrida & Associates
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Transgentier Day of Rememberance

A time to remember

those who have died
The Transgender Day of Remembrance was set aside to
memorialize those who were killed due to anti—transgender
hatred or prejudice. The event was first held in 1999, in San
Francisco, as a candlelight vigil to honor Rita Hester, who was
murdered on Nov. 28, 1998. Hester‘s case has yet to be solved.
The Transgender Day of Remembrance serves to raise pub—
lic awareness of hate crimes against transgender people; to
publicly mourn and honor the lives of those who might otherwise
be forgotten; to remind non—transgender people that transgender
individuals are their sons, daughters, parents, friends and
lovers, and to give allies a chance to step forward and stand
along side their transgender friends at the vigil.
In Tennessee, the Tennessee Vals, a social and support
group for crossdressers, transsexuals, transgenderists and sig—
nificant others; and the Tennessee Transgender Political Action
Committee, an organization designed to educate and advocate
on behalf of transgender—related legislation at the federal, state
and local levels, are presenting the Seventh Annual International
Transgender Day of Remembrance at the First Unitarian
Universalist Church, 1808 Woodmont Boulevard in Nashville, on
Sunday, Nov. 20, from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
For more information, go online to www.rememberingour—
dead.org, www.tvals.org or tenntg.com.

‘““ua‘ Anmvp'

honormq
& Armani Sr.an
RS
ig

LOFALOA I8 Pu
u

s!

BZOINerﬂ; Thomgs
ete
COLORS FOR THE EVENING:
Black and Red
NO COVER before 11 pm

nv
lThe
Chile‘

We have the
Holiday Cards
to bring out
the
O
Want to
know

O

if you are
HIV positive?

O

At Planned Parenthood
results take just

In You"

20 minutes.

Cards and Gifts
553 S. Cooper
Memphis, TN
(901) 728—6535
The 2006 Calendars
have arrived. Get
yours soon
We carry the
complete line of
Menaji Skincare
"
"‘

New Products, New Style
Memphis Regional
=

Planned Parenthood"
1407 Union Ave., Third Floor « 725—1717

for Memphis
Under New Ownership)

yﬂTh
p
Sat
5yp

12“;
¥
10—8
{2.5

Novemser 2005 FAMILY & friends 37

"Boll-l. Town things to do ‘round town

Sundays, Nov. 6, 13, 20 and Dec. 4, from 2 to 4 p.m., the
Memphis Botanic Garden, located at 750 Cherry Road in
Audubon Park, will hold a four—session class, "Orchids on the
Windowsill," in conjunction with the Memphis Orchid Society.
This class will provide instructions on growing orchids and a
hands—on experience of repotting and propagating, recognition
and management of diseases, insects and other pests affecting
orchids Class includes a visit to the Memphis Botanic Garden
orchid house. Cost for all four sessions is $40 per person. For
more information or to register, call (901) 685—1566, ext. 128.
Orpheum annual auction—gala set
The 27th Annual Orpheum Auction Gala is set for Saturday,
Nov. 12, at the theater, located at 203 South Main Street. This
exciting evening features a live and silent auction with more than
$350,000 in merchandise, luxury goods and valuable services to
bid on. The silent auction begins at 6:30 p.m. and the live auc—
tion at 9 p.m. It also includes a cocktail buffet and open bar.
Tickets, which are $75 per person, can be reserved by calling
Improve your GLBT 1.Q.

Famillf & Friends
FOR THE
TM
OPEN—MINDED MEMPHIAN
ead

Queer Action
Coalition
y For more
Homosexuality
information on:
is not an
addiction ‘+ Queer Action Coalition
— Love In Action Protests
* Educational Resources
* The QAC Speaker‘s
Bureau
— Other QAC Events
« Media Apperances
Visit Us at
www.qaconline. org
http://fightinghomophobia.blogspot.com
fighting.
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Donna Darwin at (901) 529—4202 or Leanne McQuown at (901)
529—4299. The gala is open to the public; dress for the evening
is cocktail, business or business—casual. For more information,
go online to www.orpheum—memphis.com.
Tuesdays on the Terrace Wine Tasting at Fratelli‘s in the
Garden is set for Tuesday, Nov. 29, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at The
Memphis Botanic Garden, located at 750 Cherry Road in
Audubon Park. Come enjoy wine and hors d‘oeuvres with a
botanical twist. "Spice & Spirits," will feature holiday specialty
drinks, including wines and cordials, accompanied by festive
holiday fare. Tickets are $30 each and reservations are recom—
mended by calling (901) 685—1566, ext. 130.
The University of Memphis offers a diverse selection of con—
certs each month. On Thursday, Nov. 10, at 7:30 p.m., Southern
Comfort, featuring distinguished guest artist Paul Hanson, is
slated. Cost is $8 general admission and $5 for non—UofM stu—
dents and seniors. On Sunday, Nov.13, at 7:30 p.m., Award—win—
ning classical guitarist William Yelverton will perform. His reper—
toire includes world mix, jazz and flamenco. On Monday, Nov.
14, at 7:30 p.m., the Garth Newel Piano Quartet will perform. On
Thursday, Nov. 17, at 7:30 p.m., Sound Fuzion will present a
repertoire from its upcoming concert tour to mainland China.
Cost is $8 general admission and $5 for non—UofM students and
seniors. On Monday, Nov. 21, at 7:30 p.m., the UofM Jazz
Combo will perform, and on Tuesday, Nov. 22, at 7:30 p.m., the
UofM Jazz Singers will perform. On Friday and Saturday, Dec. 2
and 3, at 7:30 p.m., the UofM Opera will present La Boheme. All
shows are at the Harris Concert Hall, located at 2773 Central
Avenue on the UofM Campus. All shows are free to the public
unless otherwise indicated.
The Memphis Symphony Chorus will perform "Requiem" by
Maurice Durufle‘ on Sunday, Nov. 13, at 7:30 p.m. at First
Congregational Church, 1000South Cooper. "Requiem" blends
early 20th century harmonies with Gregorian chant. Additional
selections include works by Brahms, Schubert, Clausen and
Britten. Cost is $15 per person at the door.
NBE offers new twist on old story
"Nut Re—Mix," performed by the New Ballet Ensemble (NBE)
and School will be presented at the Buckman Performing and
Fine Arts Center, located at St. Mary‘s School, 60 Perkins
Extended at Walnut Grove Road, on Friday, Dec. 2, at 7:30 p.m.;
Saturday, Dec. 3, at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m., and Sunday, Dec. 4, at
2:30 p.m.
"Nut Re—Mix" takes a detour from tradition, abandoning the
old setting and inviting the audience to Beale Street. The music
of Tchaikovsky sets the undertone for a soundtrack that hails
true to Memphis—style with inserts from Otis Redding and Ray
Charles songs, as well as fresh and inventive story and chore—
ography. NBE makes the radical choice to explore the native
styles of international dance rather than to follow in the tradition
of parody that has marked Nutcrackers for the last century.
Tickets, which are $10 for students and $20 for adults, are avail—
able by calling (901) 726—9225.
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... helping people affected by HIV/AIDS live well...

December

16,000

Square

43

An

North

Open

Friends

2,

Feet

2005

of

Miracle!

Cleveland

House
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Please join us from 4 pm to 6 pm for
refreshments, tours and a trip down
memory lane as we celebrate 20 years in the
fight against HIV/AIDS in the Memphis and
Mid—South area.
Call 901.272.0855 for more information.

Please visit us on the Web at
www. friendsforlifecorp.org
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Memenis Bar, Restaurant & Tneater Guide

BARS & CLUBS
1.

2,

3.

4.

5.

Pie In The Sky Pizza
2149 Young Avenue
(901) 276—7437

AREA RESTAURANTS

Backstreet Memphis
2018 Court Street
(901) 276—5522

9.

J—Wags
1268 Madison Avenue
(901) 725—1909

10. Paragon
2865 Walnut Grove Rd.
(901) 320—0026

The Jungle
1474 Madison Avenue
(901) 278—0521

11. Printers Alley
322 S. Cleveland
(901) 725—9809

The Pumping Station
1382 Poplar Avenue
(901) 272—7600

Bogie‘s Delicatessen
2098 LaSalle Place
— (901) 272—0022

Lorenz/Aftershock
1528 Madison Avenue
(901) 274—8272
Madison Flame
1588 Madison Avenue
(901) 278—0569

Grill ‘n‘ Bar
326 S. Cleveland
(901) 725—9809

The Brushmark
1934 Poplar (in the Brooks)
(901) 544—6225

Molly‘s La Casita
2006 Madison Avenue
(901) 726—1873

Buns On The Run
2150 Elzey Avenue
(901) 278—BUNS

One More Bar & Grill
2117 Peabody
(901) 278—MORE

Cafe Ole
2127 Young Avenue
(901) 274—1504

Barksdale Restaurant
237 South Cooper
(901) 722—2193

Cafe Society
212 N. Evergreen
(901) 722—2177

Young Avenue Deli
2119 Young Avenue
(901) 278—0034

Dish
948 S. Cooper
(901) 276—0002

Zinnie‘s East
1718 Madison Avenue
(901) 274—7101

Audrey Rose Cafe
2670 Union Extended
Suite 100
(901) 323—1196
VIEWABLE
Miss Cordelia‘s
737 Harbor Bend Road
(901) 5264772
Pancho‘s
* 717 N. Whitestation
(901) 685—5404
* 87 S. Second Street
(901) 522—0011
RP Tracks
3547 WalkerStreet
(901) 827—1471
SsoGo
1255 Goodman Road
Hom Lake, MS

Metro Memphis
1349 Autumn Street
(901) 274—8010

GLBT RETAILERS

THEATERS

7.

Allusions (inset)
3204 North Thomas
(901) 357—8383

pr INZ & OUTZ Cards & Gifts
553 South Cooper
(901) 728—6535

A Circuit Playhouse
1705 Poplar Avenue
(901) 726—4656

C Malco‘s Studio on the Square
2105 Court Avenue
Movie Hotline: (901) 681—2020

NOT ON MAP
The Orpheum
203 South Main Street
(901) 525—3000

8.

One More
2117 Peabody
(901) 278—MORE

* FAMILY FLAVORS
18 North McLean @ Madison
(901) 725—0313

B Emerald Theatre Company
2085 Monroe Avenue
(901) 722—9302

D Playhouse on the Square
51 South Cooper
(901) 726—4656

Theatre Memphis
630 Perkins Extended
(901) 682—8323

MILLINGTON RD
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MUL
by Laer Gib Retae

In search of a sub sandwich worth its
price, we happened onto a Lenny‘s Sub
Shop while out running errands one day.
Our response: We found that sub
sandwich.
Although the menu is not as exten—
sive as other franchise deli restau—
rants, the selection is nonetheless
more than ample.
As with most other deli stores, we had
our choice of type of bread: wheat or
white. Our first surprise was to see the
cheese and meat being sliced as the
order was placed; no pre—cut and pre—
packaged meat or cheese here. Then, for
an even bigger surprise, the gloved hand
of the sandwicher reached in to a stain—
less steel bin to retrieve not just four
slices of bacon, as was our experience at
another franchised deli store, but a hand—

CLenny

called—in orders if you are in a hurry.
Catering also is available. Stop by any
of the five locations for more details, espe—
cially if you‘re planning a holiday party.

Advertise your

Lennys Sub Shop
4726 Spottswood—
— (901) 202-4800

Price/Cost Under $10 peradult
Dining Style:Very casual_
Cuisine: Deli/sandwiches
Service: Excellent.
Quality of Food: Excellent
Hours: Varies by location.
Liquor: Nope, just iced tea and
| soft drinks.
Take Out:Available, orderscan
even be faxedin:

restauant here

only $80 for 6 months

a
A/ La Casita
MEXICAN RESTAURANT

2006

Madison

Other: 21+ lacatlonsin metroarea_

and catermgalso isavallable

rksdale
ﬁBa
RESTAURANT
OPEN TO SERVE YOU
Monday—Friday, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday—Sunday, 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.
237 South Cooper
(901) 722—2193

TRACKS
restaurant
ime & nme p andh iboar#

‘
|

Emerald Theatre Comp
any
to stage Texas Homos

Miss Cordelia‘s proudly
announces the opening of
Cordelia‘s Table, an eat—in
kitchen with fresh, healthy,
tasty foods along with an

on—site butcher and baker.
Stop by, have a glass of wine,
or cup of joe. Grab a bite to
eat — or take it to go. You can
do all that — at Miss Cordelia‘s.

luau

DAILY ZAM — TOPM
oren unti gpm)
737 HARBOR BEND ROAD IN HARBOR TOWN
901—526—4772

42

FAMILY & friends

Novemser 2005

The Emerald Theatre Company will present Texas Homos, a new play
by Jan Buttram, Nov. 11 to 20, at Theatreworks, located at 2085 Monroe.
"You settle this before the damn Longhorns kickoff," snaps Cecil
Ray Bonner. ... Sorry, Cecil. Looks like you and Jim Bob and the pret—
ty boy are going to miss the Longhorns kickoff after all.
Texas Homos takes the audience into the aftermath of a police sting
operation in a public park that brings three citizens of Tyler, Texas,
together the morning after. Placed in the back room of the lawyer‘s
office, a Methodist preacher, a prominent doctor and a wannabe super—
star wait for an arraignment hearing to be set while coming to terms
with each others‘ secrets and facing their own realities.
With so much to lose, not to mention admit to themselves, Cecil
Ray Bonner and Jim Bob Mason act feverishly to come up with the
ultimate "story" to make this all go away. Through the course of the
day, Jim Bob begins to see his life for what it honestly is and thus
begins the breakup of these childhood friends.
Though written for many laughs, Texas Homos is a serious look at
the fear that lives with many gay Americans, afraid of coming out, and
the lengths one will go to in an attempt to protect their secret lives.
Directed by Hal Harmon, ETC‘s co—artistic director, Texas Homos
features Den—Nickolas Smith, Charlie Green, Michael P. Hoots, Gina
Garrone and Danny Mincey.
Showtimes are 8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and 2 p.m.
Sundays. Tickets are $10 general admission. Reservations are high—
ly—recommended and can be made by calling (901) 722—9302.
For additional information, go online to ETC‘s mew website,
www.etcmemphistheater.com.

’

Full—Service Restaurants _
| East » 717 N. White Station (901) 685—5404
Downtown « 87 S. Second St. (901) 522—0011
West Memphis * 3600 E. Broadway (870) 735—6466 |
Quick—Serve Restaurant
I
East » 2841 S. Perkins Road (901) 363—8118
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7 am to 6 pm Monday—Friday
8 am to 3 pm Saturday

LET PAM &SHARRON
HELP WITH THE
COOKING!

$

$000

CHEESECAKES
* Blueberry
* Chocolate
* Strawberry
» Chocolate Chip

« Apple
+ Strawberry
+ Banana
* Cherry
* Yellow
* Carrot
« Chess
+ Chocolate + Lemon
* Red Velvet « German Chocolate <+ Egg Custard
* Banana Cream
» Italian Coconut

&.
« Chocolate
« Pecan
« Pumpkin
+ Key Lime
+ Lemon ice Box

gee Call Ahead & Place Your Order « Don‘t See Something? JustAsk! (iesdsi TSta13
« Sweet Potato Casserole

3
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4
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Buns

2150

on
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ELZEY AVENUE

Run

Café &

Bakery

: combread Dressing

* just east of Cooper
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3547 Walker Street
901.327.1471
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Rt n" STAGE "ow theatrical entertainment

f
seniors, students and military personnel, and $10 for children under
18. The Pay—What—You—Can performance is set for Sunday, Dec. 18,
Charlotte‘s Web, the classic children‘s story about Wilbur, a runt at 7 p.m. For more information or reservations, call (901) 726—4656.
pig, and Charlotte, a spider that befriends him, is being staged at
The Circuit Playhouse, 1705 Poplar Avenue, now through Dec. 23. GCT to stage Christmas pageant
Showtimes are Saturdays and Sundays at 2 p.m. Tickets are $20
Germantown Community Theatre, located at 3037 Forest Hill
each, and $10 for children. The Pay—What—You—Can performance is Irene Road in Germantown, will present its perennial holiday
set for Wednesday, Dec. 21, at 7 p.m. For more information or reser— favorite, The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, Dec. 2 to 18. Meet the
vations, call (901) 726—4656.
Herdmans, "the worst kids in the history of the world," a mix of boys
and girls, rough—edged hoodlums, led by tomboy Imogene. As Grace
POTS to go over rainbow
Bradley tries to direct the annual Christmas pageant, it is Imogene
The Wizard of Oz will be over the rainbow at Playhouse on the who helps everyone remember what Christmas is all about.
Square, 51 South Cooper, Nov. 11 through Jan. 8, 2006. Associate Showtimes are 8 p.m. Thursday to Saturday and 2:30 p.m. Sunday.
Director Dave Landis revives this popular spectacle, backed by a Tickets are $16 for adults and $14 for seniors and students. For
fantastic cast and crew that guarantees to breathe new life into this reservations or more information, call (901) 754—2680.
age—old tale. Showtimes are Saturdays and Sundays at 2 p.m.
Tickets are $30 for adults; $20 for seniors, students and military per—
sonnel, and $15 for children. For more information or reservations,
The Poplar Pike Playhouse, located at 7653 Old Poplar Pike on
call (901) 726—4656.
the campus of Germantown High School, is staging Mrs. Bob
Cratchit‘s Wild Christmas Binge now through Nov. 19. Laughs
Take a closer walk with Patsy
abound in Christopher Durang‘s outrageously funny twist on
Revived for a fourth time, A Closer Walk with Patsy Cline, a nos— Scrooge‘s infamous ghost encounters. Showtimes are 7 p.m.
talgic and touching musical tribute to one of America‘s favorite Sunday to Thursday, and 7:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday. Tickets are
female vocalists and country music legends, is set for Playhouse on $15 for adults and $12 for students and seniors. For more informa—
the Square, 51 South Cooper, Nov. 25 through Jan. 7, 2006. tion or reservations, call (901) 755—7775.
Showtimes are 8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays. Tickets are $35 for
adults; $20 for seniors and students, and $15 for children under 18.
The Pay—What—You—Can performance is set for Thursday, Dec. 29, at
This holiday season, The Orpheum, located at 203 South Main,
8 p.m. For more information or reservations, call (901) 725—4656.
will bring a series of concerts featuring legends of rock—n—roll to the
stage. On Saturday, Dec. 10, at 8 p.m., Gene "Duke of Earl"
Chandler, Jerry Butler, The Platters and The Drifters will all come
Jacob Marley‘s Christmas Carol, slated for The Circuit together for one enchanting evening of solid gold hits. Tickets range
Playhouse, 1705 Poplar Avenue, Nov. 18 through Dec. 22, offers a from $20 to $50 each and are available at the Orpheum Box Office,
brilliant, funny, and endearing look at the classic story‘s Scrooge and Davis—Kidd Booksellers in Laurelwood Shopping Center, all
why he became so heartless in the first place. Showtimes are Ticketmaster locations, by calling (901) 525—3000 or online at
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m. Tickets are $25 for adults; $20 for www.orpheum—memphis.com.

ibys

GCT to hold
H presents open auditions
November 13, 14
Auditions for Germantown
Community Theatre‘s produc—
tion of Over the River and
Through the Woods will be
held Sunday, Nov. 13, at 7
p.m., and Monday, Nov. 14, at
Jan Buttram
7 p.m. Family & Friends the—
atrical columnist Kevin Shaw
irected by Hal Harmon will direct the production,
which runs April 21 to May 7,
2006. Needed are two males
(55+), two females (55+), one
November 11—20 female
(20—40) and one male
Callbacks will be
at TheatreWorks (20—40).
Monday, Nov. 14, at 8 p.m.
copies of the script
reservations 901—722—9302 arePerusal
available by calling (901)
754—2680.
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_ Reel Twisted sponsored by

FEATURING
Sundays 1pm — 7pm

hand—crafted items

|

by local GLBT artists

Monday—Thursday 1pm — 10pm
Friday & Saturday 1pm — 11pm

“Eil- TWIST“!

film reviews

FREE PUBLIC SCREENING
NOVEMBER 11 AT 8 PM

A charming comedy about the trials
of being different in high school. Almost
Normal is a cross between Peggy Sue
Got Married and Sixteen Candles.
History professor Brad Jenkins (J.
Andrew Keitch) is not happy about his
upcoming 40th birthday or about his
parents‘ anniversary celebration,
which only promises another fight
about Brad‘s homosexuality. He is
even less excited to find himself still single.
After an altercation with his mother, Brad finds himself speeding
down the road with a few too many under his belt. A collision trans—
ports him mysteriously back in time, putting him back in high school.
But all is not as it was, as everyone at Lincoln High is gay, and Brad
is given the opportunity to live out his biggest fantasy. Soon, howev—
er, the shocked youth discovers that "normal" isn‘t really all it‘s
cracked up to be. This is a definite must—see for anyone who‘s ever
considered the idea of a world where heterosexuals are the social
outcasts and homosexuals are the norm.
Family & Friends Magazine, in conjunction with Family Flavors
Movie Rentals and Pride Essentials and Wolfe Video, will host a free
public screening of this film on Friday, Nov. 11, at The MeDiA Coop,
1000 S. Cooper. The doors open at 7:30 and the film starts at 8 p.m.
There will be free popcorn, soft drinks and candy for all (see ad on
opposite page).
Not rated. 92 minutes. Release date: Nov. 15
Check with Family Flavors regarding rental availability

Although What‘s Cooking"
was made in 2000, and certainly
isn‘t a new release, it could very
well become a Thanksgiving hol—
iday tradition in any GLBT
household.
What‘s Cooking celebrates
the quintessential American holi—
day, Thanksgiving. In this film,
British director Gurinda Chadha
*
takes a step back from her own Indian heritage to explore the cul—
tural, familial and social traditions of four very different families, each
celebrating Thanksgiving in Los Angeles.
The families — one African—American, one Latino, one Jewish and
one Vietnamese — differ in the ways they interact, the ways they cel—
ebrate and, of course, in what‘s cooking on the stove.
But, there‘s more than turkey being served, and the side dishes
include family secrets, affection, tension and more.
What‘s Cooking features an all—star cast, which includes Kyra
Sedgewick (Something To Talk About, "The Closer") and Julianna
Marguiles ("ER") as lesbian lovers; also Mercedes Rueh! (The Fisher
King), Joan Chen (The Last Emperor) and Alfre Woodard (Passion Fish).
There are a couple of ways you can see this film. One, rent it at
Family Flavors (see ad at top of this page) or two, attend the
Memphis Gay & Lesbian Community Center‘s Thursday Night at
The Gaiety on Nov. 17. Show starts at 7 p.m. and is free.
Rated PG—13. 106 minutes.
Available for rent at Family Flavors

snes

50 FAMILY & friends NovemBer 2005

ALSO AVAILABLE OR COMING SOON

luBRII§HI=IIIEﬁS
Shy, artistic Kat is secretly in love with
Melissa, her rocker girl roommate. But
when she meets Dakota, a disturbed,
unbalanaced heiress with a past, the three
are taken on an emotional roller coaster of
unrequited love, jealousy and deceit.
Not Rated 115 minutes Release: Nov. 22
Check Family Flavors for availability

in
conjunction
wit
£

PROUDLY PRESENT A FREE MIGHT oF

SLUTTY SUMMER
SLUT-TV
~ “MMER
|

A

ALMOST NORMAL
"Back To The Future" meets "Peggy Sue Got Married"

A young gay man, just off a four—year
]

—

relationship, dives into the horny, hunk—
infested waters of New York City gay life
in this witty indie.comedy.
Not rated. 85 minutes Release: Nov. 22
Check availability at Family Flavors

| FRIDAY, NOV. 11
at The MeDia Co
inside First Congo Chur
1000 S. Cooper

eskMents
— Free Rerr
ng

»£
93pm?“ * Sodas

.

Aal
From "Queer As Folk" writer Michael
MacLennan comes a "just the guys" film full
of sexual tension and rivalries.
Not rated. 108 minutes Release: Dec. 20
Check availability at Family Flavors

HOUSU3
(eS

The stormy relationship between a 24—year old
gay man and his assertive grandmotheris dis—
sected in this involving and emtional French
character study. (French with English subtitles)
Not Rated. 84 minutes
Available at Family Flavors

SHOWING IN NOVEMBER

A sensuous coming—of—age tale of two
teenaged girls‘ tentative stirrings of sexual
interest. Clara and her best friend, Zoe,
head to camp for a summer of adventure
and self—discovery. Teenage torment, confu—
sion, pleasure and bliss all come together
in this lyrical drama. (French with English
subtitles)
Not rated. 86 minutes
Availabile at Family Flavors

NOVEMBER 10

Metrosexuality

NOVEMBER 17

What‘s Cooking

NOV. 27
— DEC. 1

MGLCC Closed for Thanksgiving
Melissa Etheridge: Live & Alone

Memphis Gay &a Lesbian Community Center
892 South Cooper — 7 p.m.
Novemser 2005 FAMILY & friends 51
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George Takei: One star‘s trek out of the closet
ankles, and that was exciting.
by Patricia Pair, publisher
At age 68, George Takei, best—known to television sci—fi fans as Mr. At that time, that was excit—
ing, but then you start realiz—
Kikaru Sulu on "Star Trek," decided it was time to come out.
"You know, it‘s not really coming out, which suggests opening a door ing that‘s not ‘normal.‘ And so
and stepping through," Takei told Frontiers writer Alexander Cho in an you start kind of hiding that,
interview. "It‘s more like a long, long walk through what began as a nar— as well. So (there‘s) that
row corridor that starts to widen. And then some doors are open and light duality — of feeling ashamed
comes in, and there are skylights and it widens. Brad‘s my partner (and) because you‘re Japanese—
we‘ve been together for 18 years. So, I‘ve been "open," but | have not American, and feeling like
talked to the press. In that sense, maybe that‘s another opening of the you‘re different because of
your (homosexuality). And
corridor there.
*...] grew up in two American internment camps, and at that time | was then (as you grow older),
very young," the interview continued. "My memories of camp — | was four with reading and talking to
years old to eight years old — they‘re fond memories. We were first sent other people, your under—
to a camp in Arkansas. I remember catching pollywogs and seeing them standing of the situation
GEORGE TAKE
sprout legs, and then it snowed one winter in Arkansas, and for a starts to grow. ...And you
&as Mr. Sulu
Southern California kid, to discover snow was magical. Yes, I remember come to realize, ‘This is who
f
the barbed wire and the guard towers and the machine guns, but they I am. And by gum, I‘m not
became part of my normal landscape. ...and I used to begin school every going to let it be a constraint!‘ In the same way that I‘m not going to let
morning pledging allegiance to the flag, and I could see the barbed—wire the fact that I am a Japanese—American, who was unjustly incarcerated
fence out there, and the guard towers, saying, ‘With liberty and justice for and grew up with that, be a constraint."
You can celebrate Takei‘s life by watching five individual videos by
all,‘ without being aware of the irony of those words. But when we came
out of camp, that‘s when I first realized that being in camp, that being Takei at Out of the Closet TV (www.OutOfTheCloset.tv). These videos
are entitled "George Takei: From Segregation to Screen to Service,"
Japanese—American, was something shameful."
It was a teacher, Mrs. Rugen, who stands out in Takei‘s childhood "George Visits A Twilight Zone Convention And Speaks About the History
of his Episode ‘The Encounter," "George Guides You Through the
memories.
"...] hated that woman," he continued to tell Cho during the interview. Japanese American National Museum‘s Exhibit ‘Common Ground — The
"She would refer to me as ‘that little Jap boy,‘ and that stung. ...So I just Heart of Community," "Journey With George As He Takes You on a
swallowed the pain. ...And you grow up like that, feeling ashamed of who Fascinating Tour of the Revitalized Hollywood Boulevard" and
you are and having to swallow pain like that. And then you get this real— "Videotaped Summer 2001 at Las Vegas, Nevada, as Part of Star Trek‘s
ization that you have a different focus in life, you know, that other boys 35th Birthday Celebration."
To read Cho‘s entire interview with Takei, go online to www.frontier—
are interesting to you — I remember certain boys, you know, who when
they would hunker down their pants would go up and | would see their spubishing.com/features/feature_second.html.
OutoftheCloset.
TV search is on
+ QutoftheCloset.TV has
added a new channel,
"Prose/Poetry," and are seek—
ing original works on video.
+ Anyone who is part of an
ex—gay ministry, participates in
an ex—gay ministry or has ever
participated in an ex—gay min—
istry, OutoftheCloset.tv seeks
your video presentations and
your stories. Either visit the
website or email them at
| info@OutoftheCloset.TV.

lWﬂI'II'
(Pam Grier) to manage her restau—

Alan Cumming to guest on ‘The
At this time of year some folks are
rant/nlghtclub Billie comes to L.A. via
counting down the days until Christmas,
New York, where he rose to fame in the
but some are counting down the days
underground club drag scene. The
until "The L Word" begins its third season
quintessential party boy, Billie is always
in January 2006.
looking to party hard with anything and
What do viewers and fans have to
anyone, but still manages to enjoy
look forward to when the third season
enormous success in his career.
gets underway? For starters, a host of
Although he is the best man for the job,
guest appearances by noted celebrities.
Kit finds herself at odds with Billie on
And, if that‘s not enough, how about a
more than one occasion.
multi—talented slate of guest directors.
The returning cast consists of Jennifer Beals,
Showtime is bringing the multi—talented, Tony
Award—winning actor Alan Cumming (Cabaret, Erin Daniels, Leisha Hailey, Laure! Holloman, Mia
Showtime‘s "Reefer Madness") to the series for Kirshner, Katherine Moennig, Sarah Shahi, Rachel
Shelley and Pam Grier.
six episodes.
Just as soon as we have an actual date for the
Cumming will portray Billie Blaikie, a promiscuous,
business savvy promoter, who is hired by Kit Porter beginning of season three, we‘ll let you know.

FREE

Streaming

Videos

OUt Of the C|059t® a free video website @ www.O0TC.tv
www . OutoftheCloset.tyv
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3 generations of artists hang work at MBG
The Memphis Botanic Garden, located at 750 Cherry Road in
Audubon Park, will feature a unique art exhibit entitled "Three
Generations" Nov. 29 to Dec. 30.
Memphian Ann Kindred Jeter Jones began a lifelong love of
sculpture as a young child in the late ‘20s while studying at the
James Lee Memorial Academy of Art. The subjects of her work
are nature and the human form.
Stovall Jones Wells, Jones‘s daughter, inherited her mother‘s
love of art, but was drawn to painting. Stovie is a master print—
maker, as well as painter, and has worked with Caroll Cloar,

Burton Callicott and Robert Reisling. Her paintings depict simple
scenes from everyday life to the realm of dreams.
Alice Kindred Wells, Wells‘s daughter, found her artistic
tastes focused on photography. Her work ventures from close—up
details of melted candy to landscapes where the empty space is
the main body of the composition.
For more information, call (901) 685—1566, Ext. 130.

Call (901) Ben —CABHM (2327274)
and provide a tip on a
crime or a possible crime.
Just tell what Yol know or
est
o.. get a secret
TD number. Use it later to
S& I1 back and find out 1f
the police made an arrest

[|

From left are:
Candy by Alice Wells
Dancers by Ann Jonesan
Seahorse by Stovie Wells

an“ how to get your cash |]

Searchingfor@
Dream Home?

it‘s been said that we are crazy at Prescott, because
of the stances we take and our proud tradition
of welcoming everyone, regardless of race, sexual, or
political orientation. It‘s been said that Jesus was crazy too and
we always try to do our very best to follow Him.
If you‘ve been looking for a church that‘s radically different,
with an active mission to explore compassion, peace, justice
and the love of Christ, come see what all the craziness is about!

Prescott Church
Rev. ﬁmﬁrm$W
961 Getwell Road
near Park & Getwell
9:30 Sunday School 10:45 Worship
901—327—8479
www.prescottchurch.org

REALTOR® MLS
*Look at our NEW SEARCH Features*
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l“ THE Ml“ for the musically [TM DTS
Toshi Reagon released Have "You," the funky "OOH WEE" or the original inter—
Your Heard on Righteous Babe pretation of Elvis Presley‘s "Heartbreak Hotel."
"Ms. Reagon‘s music originates in her love of
Records
this
past
month. It is her sixth mixing things up ... (her) vocal style ranges from
a dirty blues moan to a gospel shout to an ethe—
full—length album.
With
an earthy real croon," wrote the New York Times.
An uncompromising brew of artistic exuber—
tenor and amazing
ability to bend the gui— ance and exceptional musical talent, Have You
Heard can work as the soundtrack to a house
tar strings, Reagon is
backed up on Have party or an introspective walk in the park. It‘s
You Heard by mem— been 15 years since Reagon broke on the NYC
music scene with her debut album and her latest
bers of her live band,
is proof that her star is still rising.
musicians,
guest
few
a
as
well
as
BigLovely,
For more information, go online to
of
Mare Anthony Thompson
including
eagon.com.
www.toshir
vocals.
and
harmonica
on
Chocolate Genius
With producer Craig Street
(Me‘Shell NdegeOcello, kd
date
lang, Joe Henry, Cassandra BCofH has new CD, Memphis
Arts For
Cultural
by
sponsored
(BCH),
The Boys Choir of Harlem
Wilson) and mixer Elliot Mazer
(Santana, Neil Young) at the Everyone (CAFE), will be in concert on Saturday, Nov. 26, at 8 p.m.,
helm, Have you Heard dives and Sunday, Nov. 27, at 7:30 p.m. at The Orpheum Theater, 203
South Main.
deep into your soul.
The Boys Choir of Harlem, founded
From her rock platform,
and
directed by Walter J. Turnbull, is
Reagon easily jumps from funk
internationally recognized for its virtuoso
to country, spirituals to folk, tak—
performances and innovations. BCH
ing any style, updating it and
makes three or four national tours each
making it her own with ease.
year
and averages 100 engagements in
Genre bending is her specialty
more
than 24 states annually. BCH also
— take the gospel—tinged finger—
has
performed
extensively internationally,
picking melody "Have You
including London, Paris, Japan, Hong
Heard" or the soft balladry of

King and Singapore.
BCH has grown from a 20—
member church choir to an artis—
tic and educational institution.
Today, BCH is comprised of a
Madonna returns to the dance floor boys choir, a girls choir, The Choir
with her latest CD, Confessions on a Academy of Harlem (an alterna—
Dance Floor, set to be released by tive college preparatory public
school!), student and family sup—
Warner Bros. Records Nov. 15.
She returns to her dance roots with port services and its Summer
songs primarily co—written and co—pro— Music Institute. The 35 to 40 boys
duced by herself and Stuart Price, pro— who appear in the Boy‘s
Performing Choir are selected
ducer, mixer and DJ—supreme. Price from the 250—member Concert
World
Drowned
was Madonna‘s musical director on her 2002
Choir based on academic per—
Tour and last summer‘s Reinvention Tour.
formance, attendance and
"I‘m not in the mood for a ballad," Madonna told Matthew progress at rehearsals, as well as
Todd, writer for Attitudes. "I can‘t be bothered — I wanna dance!" the vocal quality required for the
R
chosen program.
ADRIANNE

L.A.—based singer/songwriter Adrianne
was awarded 2005 Outstanding New
Recording—Female award by Outmusic in
June for 10,000 Stones.
"This singer/songwriter is something
special!" wrote Jeff Cabral, New
England Entertainment News. "Just
beautiful! Her writing is poetic, soft to a
fine touch; her acoustic guitar playing is remarkable!"
For more information, including samples bytes of Adrianne‘s
work, go online to www.adrimusic.com.
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Rmoﬁg ts many awards, in
1997, President Clinton bestowed
the National Medal of Arts upon
Dr. Turnbull and The Boys Choir
of Harlem.
The choir‘s performance in
Memphis will include an eclectic
and joyful evening of uplifting
spirituals, gospel selections and
popular holiday favorites.
Tickets, which range from
$15 to $55 each, are available
by calling (901) 743—ARTS or
(901) 525—7800.

Scape
for Orchestra

[ (ela

Jennifer Higdon added .
the 2005 Outmusic Award —
for Outstanding New:
Recording—Instrumentalin
June 2005, to her already
extensive list of awards.
Composer Higdon was
born in Brooklyn, N.Y.;
raised in Atlanta and
Seymour, Tenn., and now
resides in Philadelphia.
She holds a Ph.D. and an
M.A. from the University of
_ Pennsylvania in composi—
tion, among other letters.
She maintains a full
schedule of commis—
sions and is considered
a major figure in contem—
porary American music.
Her list of commissioned
works for symphonies is
as extensive as her list of
awards. City Scapes &
Concerto for Orchestra
brings her total releases
to more than two dozen.
City Scapes also was
nominated for four
Grammy Awards.
For more information,
_ go online to www.jen—
niferhigdon.com or listen
to sound bytes at ama— |
— Zon.com.
.
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/ Allusions
Newcomer
Presentation: black

Formal Wear .

+Talent: 7 minutes (3 minutes setup
+Rehearsals: 3 pm day of the show
&
— Entry Fee: $125
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l'TEnn‘runE books by, for or about GLBT people

| Center Square: The Paul Lynde Story
— By Steve Wilson and Joe Florenski
Advocate Books (2005)
He was the original bitchy queen, and he did it at a
time when you almost couldn‘t say the word gay on tele—
vision. Paul Lynde showed mainstream viewers that a
gay man could deliver the jokes, not just be the butt of
them. In doing so, he helped make homosexuality more
palatable to unwitting viewers, who simply saw him as a
stylish, funny man.
Center Square is the culmination of a lifelong obsession
with Lynde on the part of co—writer Joe Florenski. The book
is made up of interviews with people who knew Lynde from
his high school days, up to his death, including close
friends Cloris Leachman, Phyllis Diller and Charlotte Rae.
In an age when celebrities have turned the act of coming
out into an empowering media event, Lynde seems like a
campy relic of less liberated times. But, this view of Lynde
as an out—of—step, self—loathing queen of queens overlooks
the man‘s great, if accidental achievement: getting away
with being gay on TV on an almost daily basis for years.

Walk Like A Man
By Laurinda D. Brown
Laurinda D. Brown, author of Fire & Brimstone and
UnderCover, is back with an erotic collection, Walk Like A Man.
The book features 10 different women and 10 different voices,
each one unique.
An underground release by Brown, this book marks her first
venture into lesbian erotica, but we hope it won‘t be her last.
Excerpt: "/ looked every bit of a lady to the world. But on the
inside, though, down beneath the smooth skin and soft fra—
grance, | walked like a man." Available at Idbrownbooks.com

Starstruck: A Hollywood Saga
Michael H. Perronne
Chances Press (2005)
From the palm tree—lined Sunset Boulevard to the sprawling
Hollywood Hills mansions to the trendy Rodeo Drive boutiques
Where the Apple Falls
comes a tale as can only be told by an ex—Tinseltown insider.
Samiya Bashir
Starstruck: A Hollywood Saga is the story of five people,
RedBone Press (2005)
Hollywood "It" girl Carrington, closeted gay actor Derek, hand—
www.redbonepress.com
In these 77 pages of poetry, noted author and poet Samiya some producer Jake, ex—hooker turned businesswoman Loreen
Bashir reveals to us a woman, a Black woman, a woman who and ex—power agent Bert.
As you read through the 272 pages you‘ll find yourself trying to
loves other women, a woman who went to church and remem—
bers, a woman who doesn‘t forget the women who went before guess who the real people are the characters are patterned after,
her. Her poems are simple; her poems are sensual. Let Bashir even though a note atthe front of the books claims it‘s a work of
teach you something, tell you something in Where the Apple Falls. fiction. Available at www.starstrucknovel.com.
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WHATS THE TEA

PDE

editorial by Anthony Hardaway
multi—cultural affairs editor

----------w

#

Have you ever thought about what it is

thatyou, as a same—gender—loving individual of color, HONOR
the most in your everyday life? Is it money, relationships, your
faith or your job? What you give out to the world is what you will
receive in return — be it good or bad. As the holidays approach, if
you find yourself feeling lonely, bored or just wanting to connect
with something or someone positive, seek out organizations and
individuals who you know are on the move to something great.
People, who are going somewhere in life and are doing
things, hang out with like—minded people. But miserable people
love other miserable people; they truly seek each other out.
Catch it!
Speaking of positive, I‘m very proud of the SGL community in
the state of Mississippi for their Third Annual Black Gay Pride
celebration. Pride of Mississippi Inc. and its committees out—did
themselves with the week—long celebration.
| was able to attend the "Gathering of Black Men Forum" at
the Jacksonian Inn & Suites, the hosting hotel, on that Friday
morning. There | met Luther Mace, director of "On The Low:"
Yvette "Kai Abiodum" Williams, director of "Broken Silence," and,
one of my favorites, Tim‘m West, author of the new book, bare,
and Red Dirt Revival. Later, | met Meridian, Miss.—native Patrick—
lan Polk, writer, director and producer of the SGL—themed
"Punks" and "Noah‘s Arc."
"At that forum, | learned about great people from the Magnolia
State, such as Medgar Evers (who was shot in front of his
Jackson, Miss., home and later died); Fannie Lou Hamer (great
female activist of color from the. Delta of Sunflower. County,
Miss.); actor Morgan Freeman and author Margaret Walker
Alexander. But | am just as proud of the brother who stood up and
started the vision of Mississippi Black Pride, Michael Robinson,
who serves as its president. His staff, partner and wonderful vol—
unteers really did a good job to make this year a success.
And a special congratulations goes to the newly—crowned
Miss (Mississippi) Black Pride, Krayola Andrews Cassadine.
Club Allusions Entertainment Complex in Memphis held its
annual Mr. and Miss Allusions and Allusions Plus pageants last
month with contestants from all around. The chil—ren battled to a
point and the night was entertaining.
In a pageant, topping yourself in each category is very hard
work; having stage presence and personality on and off stage
accounts for a lot, as well. Talent, knowing oneself, a good per—
sonality, leadership qualities and a pleasant attitude can make or
break you in the pageantry system. Anybody can run but it takes
some true commitment to place or win. When considering com—
peting for a title, one should ask, "How do I present myself in the
presence of other SGL individuals? What qualities do | display?
Is this title what I want for myself or is it what my associates want
for me more?"
Congratulations again goes to the newly—crowned Miss.
Allusions, Krayola Andrews Cassadine. Also congrats to Miss

Allusions Plus, Paris Nicole Tymes, and Mr. Allusions, Kaylon St.
James Dupree. Copies of the pageant video are for sale at Club
Allusions.
_ And don‘t forget the Mr & Miss Club Allusions Newcomer and
Miss Allusions Junior Miss pageants in November (see ad on
page 57 for details).
In observance of World AIDS Day 2005, Club Allusions, Club
Metro in Jackson, Miss., Brothers United of Tennessee and
Family & Friends magazine will host Sanford E. Gaylord of
Chicago. Gaylord, star of Kevin‘s Room 1 and Kevin‘s Room 2,
will be featured in a one—man show for the southern chil—ren,
Wednesday, Nov. 30, starting at 7 p.m. The event will be held at
The Ramada Limited, 2979 Millbranch Road. Also, special guest
appearances will be from our local talent of the city of Memphis.
Trust me you don‘t want to miss this event, which is sure to grab
at your heart.
So, as you can see, November will be a busy month for the
village. We will talk about Nashville Black Pride next month. I
heard it was REALLY CUTE this year.
Signing off as we approach the last month of 2005, and
reflecting on some of our great leaders who made their transi—
tions, including John H. Johnson, Mother Rosa Parks, LeRoy
Whitfield and others, let us continue to lift each other up and
reflect on the words of the great author James A. Baldwin when
he said, "Make this world a better place for the generations com—
ing behind us quickly."
And, as ALWAYS ... Happy Pride "chil—ren" Happy slowly clos— |
ing out 2005 PRIDE!
Brothers United of TN Winter
Retreat is set for December 1
The Brothers United of Tennessee Winter Retreat 9:
"Rejuvenation," is set for Thursday, Dec. 1, through Sunday,
Dec. 4, at Montgomery Bell State Park Inn & Conference Center,
located at 1000 Hotel Avenue, in Burns, Tenn., which is located

about 50 miles from Nashville.
This annual event will address a wide range of topics wnhln
the African—American, same—gender—loving (SGL) community.
The atmosphere is very relaxed and gives participants a chance
to explore issues of identity, spirituality and sexuality. It is facili—
tated in a non—threatening and culturally—sensitive forum. At
times it can be entertaining, provocative and emotional.
Although members of the various Brothers United chapters
will be attending the retreat, friends are invited, as well. In years
past, SGL brothers from across the U.S. have attended.
Cost is $225 per person, which includes six buffet—style meals;
a commemorative shirt or item; all workshops and activities, and
access to an indoor pool, outdoor hot tub and exercise facility.
For more infor—
mation or to make
reservations, which
are required, call
Dwayne Jenkins at
(800) 845—4266,
ext. 269 or email
him at brosunit—
ed@aol.com. Also,
for more informa—
tion, go online to
www.brothersunit—
| ‘Bthers United of West Tennese
ed.com.
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RAINBOW DIRECTORY
BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
Memphis, Tennessee
ALLUSIONS, 3204 North Thomas in the
Northgate Shopping Center (in the back),
(901) 357—8383. Open at 9 p.m. Thursdays,
Fridays and Saturdays.
BACKSTREET MEMPHIS, 2018 Court
Street, (901) 276—5522, Fri. & Sat. 8 p.m.—6
a.m., Sun. 8 p.m. to 3 a.m., www.backstreet—
memphis.com
J—WAG‘S, 1268 Madison Avenue, (901) 725—
1909, Open 24 Hours A Day, 7 Days A Week
THE JUNGLE, 1474 Madison Avenue, (901)
278—0521, 4 p.m.—3 a.m. Mon. Fri./3 p.m.—3
a.m. Sat. & Sun.
LORENZ/AFTERSHOCK, 1528 Madison
Avenue, (901) 274—8272, open 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week
MADISON FLAME, 1588 Madison Avenue,
(901) 278—0569, 7 p.m.—3 a.m. Wed., Fri. &
Sat./5 p.m.—? Thurs.
METRO MEMPHIS, 1349 Autumn Street,
(901) 274—8010, 6 p.m.—3 a.m., 7 days a
week
ONE MORE, 2117 Peabody, (901) 278—
MORE (6673), 11 a.m.—3 a.m.
Mon.—Sat./noon—3 a.m. Sun.
PARAGON, 2865 Walnut Grove Road, (901)
320—0026, Thurs.—Sun. 8 p.m.—?
THE PUMPING STATION, 1382 Poplar
Avenue, (901) 272—7600, 4 p.m. to 3 a.m.
Mon.—Friday, 3 p.m. to 3 a.m. Sat. & Sun.
BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
Chattanooga, Tennessee
MI—NITE, 27 West 19th Street, (423) 504—
3650, Thurs.—Sun. 9 p.m.—3 a.m.
IMAGES, 6005 Lee Highway, (423) 855—8210, 5
p.m. to 3 a.m., 7 days a week, www.mirage—com—
plex.com, Email: mirage_complex@hotmail.com
BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
lackson, Tennessee
JESSIE LEE‘S, 3883 Highway 45 North,
(731) 660—8120, Tues.—Sun. 6 p.m. to 3 a.m.
BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
lackson, Mississippi
CLUB CITY LIGHTS, 220 West Amite Street,
(601) 353—0059
CLUB METRO,.4670 Highway 80 West, (601)
922—8227, (601) 922—8237, (888) 43—METRO,
Tues., Fri. & Sun., 9 p.m. to 3 a.m., Sat., 9
p.m. to 5 a.m.
JACK & JILL‘S, 3911 Northview Drive, (601)
982—JACK (5225), 9 p.m.—? Fri. & Sat., web—
site: www.jacksonbars.com
JACKS CONSTRUCTION SITE (aka JC‘S),
425 North Mart Plaza, (601) 362 3108, 5
p.m.—? 7 Days A Week, website: www.jack—
sonbars.com
BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
Tupelo, Mississippi
RUMORS, 637 Highway 145, (662) 767—9500,
8 p.m. —1 a.m. Thurs. — Sat., email:
rumors@futuresouth.com
NEED TO BE LISTED HERE
Call us at 901.682.2669
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BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
Hot Springs, Arkansas
OUR HOUSE, 660 East Grand Avenue, Hot
Springs, Ark. (501) 624—6868,..Mon,—Fri., 7
p.m. to 3 a.m., Sat., 7 p.m. to 2 a.m.
BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
Little Rock, Arkansas
BACKSTREET—LITTLE ROCK, 1021
Jessie Road, (501) 662—2744, Fri.—Mon. 9
p.m.—5 a.m., website:
Backstreetdanceclub.com.
DISCOVERY, 1021 Jessie Road, (501) 664—
4784, Sat. only, 9 p.m.—5 a.m., website:
Latenightdisco.com
THE FACTORY, 412 South Louisiana, (501)
372—3070, Tues.—Fri. 5 p.m. to 2 a.m.,
Saturday 8 p.m. until ?
SOCIAL
Memphis, Tennessee
ALPHA CHI UPSILON, a multi—cultural social
sorority, email: alphachiupsilon@yahoo.com,
website: www.alphachiupsilon.com.
BETA EPSILON CHAPTER OF BETA PHI
OMEGA SORORITY INC., is a social service
organization for feminine lesbian, bisexual and
heterosexual women of all races, (901) 281—
0830, email: betaepsilonchapter@yahoo.com,
website: www.betaphiomega.net
B.G.A.L.A., (University of Memphis
Students for Bisexual, Gay & Lesbian
Awareness), a social, political and eduational
organization, e—mail: uofm_bgala@yahoo.com,
www.people.memphis.edu/~bgala
BLUE SUEDE BEARS OF MEMPHIS, Meets
the second Monday of each month at The
Jungle, 1474 Madison Ave. (901) 644—2786,
email: info@bluesuedebears.com, www.blue—
suedebears.com
COTTON PICKIN‘ SQUARES MEMPHIS,
(901) 272—2116, Meets Thursday nights at
7:30 p.m. at Holy Trinity Community
Church, 515 South Highland Street,
Square dancing social group
EXODUS EMPOWERMENT PROJECT, 2600
Poplar Ave. Suite 200, Memphis, TN 38112, (901)
458—4717. Mission: To prevent the acquisition and
transmission of HIV among African—American men
who have sex with men, ages 13—29, and to make
safer sex a community norm.
JUST FOR US MEMPHIS, is a social group
welcoming single or partnered lesbians ages
18+. Some gatherings are designed specifi—
cally for members and their children, (901)
268—1903, email:
f
justforusmemphis@yahoo.com
MEMPHIS AREA GAY YOUTH (MAGY), P.O.
Box 241852, Memphis, TN 38124, (901) 335—
6249, Peer support group for 13— to 21—year
olds dealing with gay, lesbian, bisexual &
gender issues, www.gaymemphis.com/magy
MEMPHIS GAY & LESBIAN COMMUNITY
CENTER, 892 South Cooper Memphis,
38104, (901) 278—4297, townhall meetings
every other month; Mon.—Fri., 6 to 9 p.m.; Sat.
& Sun., 2 to 6 p.m.
MID—SOUTH PRIDE, 111 S. Highland,
Suite 261, Memphis, TN 38111, (901) 328—
6349, send an email to:
info@MidSouthPride.org, website:
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www. MidSouthPride.org. GLBT Pride
events for Memphis and the Mid—South.
MYSTIC KREWE OF APHRODITE, a social
and service organization, women only, P.O.
Box 11483, Memphis, TN 38111—1483,
email:aphroditemem@yahoo.com, website:
www.geocities.com/aphroditemem
MYSTIC KREWE OF MEMPHIS UNITED, a
non—profit charity group.
NOBLE KREWE OF HATHOR, a social organ—
ization of men and women who support and
promote local Memphis area charitable pro—
grams, P.O. Box 820901, Memphis, TN 38182—
0901, www.kreweothathor.com
P.F.L.A.G., (Parents, Family & Friends of
Lesbians & Gays), (901) 754—3136, Support
meetings for parents, family and friends of
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered per—
sons, email: amdrake@mem.po.com
QUEER ACTION COALITION, a group that
works towards educating society about the
existence of "ex—gay" ministries, email: fight—
ing homophobia@gmail.com, blog: fightingho—
mophobia.blogspot.com, website:
www.qaconline.org.
TENNESSEE LEATHER TRIBE, (901) 357—
1921, Club nights and meetings vary; contact
for info — men and women welcome,
www.tnleathertribe.org, email: info@tnleather—
tribe.org
TSARUS MEMPHIS, P.O. Box 41082,
Memphis, TN 38174, (901) 276—4132, Levi—
leather club meets the 3rd Saturday of every
month at The Pumping Station, 1382 Poplar
Aveune, at 10 p.m. « MEN ONLY, Email:
info@tsarus.org, website: www.tsarus.org
VICIOUSVIZZENV, for more information, join the
following Yahoo group:
autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/HDLMCMEMPHIS;
email Wendy Curtis at Bikerbroad901@yahoo.com
or call (901) 643—1222
SOCIAL
Knoxville, Tennessee
LAMBDA STUDENT UNION, a social and educa—
tional organization for GLBT, questioning and
straight students at The University of Tennessee—
Knoxville, 315 University Center, Box 315, 1502
West Cumberland Ave., Knoxville, TN 37996—4800,
lambda@utk.edu, website: web.utk.edu/~lambda/
SOCIAL _
Mississippi
OLE MISS GAY STRAIGHT ALLIANCE, P.O.
Box 3541, University, MS 38677, (662) 915—
7049, email: gayolemiss@hotmail.com
GLBF, P.O. Box 233, MS State, MS 39762,
(662) 325—8241, email:
glbf@org.msstate.edu,www.msstate.edu/org/glbf
PFLAG—TUPELO, 115A Issac Drive, Tupelo,
MS 38801, (662) 566—2282, email:
Alliance22Boi@aol.com,
groups.
USM GAY/STRAIGHT ALLIANCE,
email:GSAlliance@usm.edu or thespy_ms
@yahoo.com, website: www.usm.edu/gsa
SOCIAL
Arkansas
SAFE HARBOR NEA, A confidential support
and social group for GLBT persons, ages 25

RAINBOW DIRECTORY
and under, in northeast Arkansas, (870) 932—
6545, P.O. Box 226, Jonesboro, AR 72403,
www.safeharbor—nea.com
SOCIAL
Missouri
VISIONS OF PRIDE COMMUNITY
CENTER, 30 North Pacific, Cape
Girardeau, MO 63701, (573) 651—
6220, email: DeltaDyke@aol.com,
hometown.aol.com/deltadyke/my hom
epage/gaypride.html
WHOLENESS
Memphis, Tennessee
FEAST FOR FRIENDS DINNER, (901) 272—
0855, Dinner is served the 1st and 3rd
Monday of every month at St. John‘s United
Methodist Church, 1207 Peabody, beginning
at 6 p.m.
MEMPHIS REGIONAL PLANNED PARENT—
HOOD, 1407 Union Avenue Extended, 3rd
Floor. (901) 725—1717, HIV & STD testing,
gynecological preventive care
MEMPHIS HIV FAMILY CARE NETWORK,
880 Madison Avenue, Memphis, TN, (901)
545—8265, Free comprehensive, supportive
services and voc/rehab services to the HIV—
positive
NICOTINE ANONYMOUS MEETING,
Saturdays 10 a.m., Christ United Methodist
Church, 4488 Poplar Avenue. (901) 278—6234
PHOENIX AA MEETING, open to all, espe—
cially the GLBT community. Meets each
Tuesday at 8 p.m. at Grace St. Luke‘s
Episcopal Church, 1720 Peabody, (901) 454—
1414
SERIOUSLY SOBER OPEN AA MEETING,
(an open men & women‘s Alcoholics
Anonymous meeting), Meets each Friday at 8
p.m. at Holy Trinity Community Church,

Need
someone
talk

to

to?

M emphis
A rea
Gi ay
Y outh
A peer support
& discussion
group
(901) 335—MAGY

515 South Highland Street, (901) 324—9200
THE POSITIVE LIVING CENTER, 1000
South Cooper Street, Memphis, TN, (901)
726—6022 + Tuesday—Saturday, noon to 8
p.m. Provides opportunities for persons
affected by HIV/AIDS to manage the disease
in a holistic manner, free of charge.
YWCA ENCORE, MedPlex, 880 Madison
Avenue, (901) 754—4356, Support group for
lesbians with breast cancer meets every
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to noon
WHOLENESS
Mississippi
BUILDING BRIDGES INC., 2147 Henry Hill
Drive, Suite 206, Jackson, MS 39204, (601)
922—0100. Education, prevention, support
group.
COMMUNITY SWITCHBOARD OF MS
GAY/LESBIAN ALLIANCE, (601) 346—4379,
operated seven days a week, 24 hours a day.
Information and referral on GLBT issues and
HIV/AIDS.
MS GAY/LESBIAN ALLIANCE, 5565
Robinson Road Ext., Suite Q, Jackson, MS
39284, (601) 371—3019.
SOUTHERN AIDS COMMISSION, P.O. Box
293, Greenville, MS 38702, (662) 334—3349,
education and prevention.
SOUTHERN AIDS COMMISSION, 5565
Robinson Road Ext., Suite Q, Jackson, MS
39284, (601) 371—3019, direct HIV/AIDS services.
SPIRITUAL
Memphis, Tennessee
INTEGRITY MEMPHIS, 102 N. Second Street,
Memphis, TN 38103, (901) 525 6602, People of
all faiths and ideologies are welcome, Meets the
3rd Tuesday of every month at 6:30 p.m. at
Calvary Episcopal Church. Dinner at 7 p.m.,
www.geocities.com/integrity_memphis/main.html

OUT—WITH—GRACE, (901) 278—6786,
Open to all GLBT persons of faith to join
in an affirming time of prayer, Bible study
and discussion., Meets Sundays from 4 to
5:30 p.m., September through July, at
First Congregational Church, 1000 S.
Cooper Street.
SPIRITUAL
CAMP SISTER SPIRIT, P.O. Box 12, Oveft,
MS 39464, Feminist education/cultural/retreat
center, www.campsisterspirit.com, email: sis—
terspir@aol.com
MCC OF THE RAINBOW, 5565 Robinson
Rd. Ext., Ste. Q, Jackson, MS 39204, (601)
372—6644, Sunday Service at 11:30 a.m.
POLITICAL
ipsa es
MEMPHIS FREETHOUGHT ALLIANCE, an
association of atheists, agnostics and secular
humanists, meets the third Sunday at the
Memphis Public Library, 3030 Poplar Ave., Room
C, call Jim Maynard at (901) 327—2677, email:
memphisfreethought@yahoo.com, wm»w.geoci—
ties.com/memphisfreethought.
MEMPHIS STONEWALL DEMOCRATS, P.O.
Box 241363, Memphis, TN 38124, (901) 327—
2677. Email: migci@yahoo.com, website:
www.memphisstonewalldemocrats.org, meets
second Sunday of each moth at 2 p.m. at the
MGLCC, 892 South Cooper..
MID—SOUTH GAY & LESBIAN REPUBLI—
CANS, P.O. Box 770505, Memphis, TN 38177,
meets the third Sunday at 1 p.m. at the
MGLCC, 892 S. Cooper and meets the first
Wednesday at 7 p.m. at area restaurants,
Email: MGLR_President@yahoo.com,

(‘ GAYELLOW PAGES" \
INFORMING THE LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL &
TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY SINCE 1973
Separate WOMEN‘S and ETHNIC/MULTICULTURAL sections
"The most reliable Gay print source in the Gay community.
I‘ve been using it since the 1970s."

(Dr Charles Silverstein, co—author of The Joy of Gay Sex.)
Completegay—friendly resources & businesses: accommodations, bars,
bookstores, dentists, doctors, lawyers, therapists, travel services,
organizations, media, religious groups, help lines & HIV/AIDS resources.
USAICANADA: $20 by first class mail: Includes all states
and provinces, plus national headquarters of
organizations, mail order companies, etc.
Download the free monthly update at
http://www.gayellowpages.com/online.htm
Find us at gay—friendly stores like
Inz & Outz, Memphis 901—728—6535
Outloud Books & Gifts, Nashville 615—340—0034
Outwrite, Atlanta 404—607—0082
and see http://gayellowpages.com/2buy.htm
Forplease
free listing
application,
prices,
mailingenvelope
labels, etc.,
send
self—addressed
stamped
Renaissance House, PO Box 533—FF, Village Stn, NY, NYto 10014

\

Voice & Fax 646—213—0263 Email: gayellowpages@earthlink.net

j

24—hour

telephone

hotline

(901)

274—7477

http://gayellowpages.com
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RAINBOW DIRECTORY
www.yahoogroups.com/group/MidSouthGLR.
MEMPHIS STONEWALL DEMOCRATS,
www.geocities.com/mphsstonewallem, (901)
327—2677, email: mphsstonewalldem
@yahoo.com
TENNESSEE TRANSGENDER POLITICAL
ACTION COMMITTEE, a statewide political
lobbying organization for transgender equality,
P.O. Box 92335, Nashville, TN 37209, fax:
(615) 353—1834, email: ttgpac@aol.com, web—
site: tenntg.com
POLITICAL
Mississippi
EQUALITY MISSISSIPPI, P.O. Box 6021,
Jackson, MS 39288—6021, (601) 936 7673, you
can send an email to:
EqualityMS@EqualityMS.org, website:
www. EqualityMS.org
SPORTS
Memphis, Tennessee
BLUFF CITY SPORTS ASSOCIATION, P.O.
Box 41803, Memphis, TN 38174 1803, (901)
461—0891, email:
memphisgaysoftball@yahoo.com, Softball
league open to GLBT individuals, www.bluffci—
tysports.net
BROTHERS & SISTERS BOWLING LEAGUE,
Winchester Bowl, 3703 S. Mendenhall @
Winchester, (901) 722—5236 or (901) 465—4371.
Email: memphisgaybowlin@aol.com. This co—ed
bowling league meets every Sunday at 6 p.m.

FRONT RUNNERS MEMPHIS, Memphis‘s first gay
and lesbian running club, meets twice a week,
Info@FrontrunnersMemphis.org,
www.
OUT SPOKIN®, a group to support bicycling in
the Memphis GLBT community, email:
marty@outspokin—mem.org, website: www.out—
spokin—mem.org
WELLNESS
Memphis, Tennessee
FRINEDS FOR LIFE, HIV/AIDS service organ—
ization devoted to helping those infected and
affected by HIV/AIDS live well. Location: 43 N.
Cleveland, Memphis, TN 38104. Phone: (901)
272—0855. Website:
www. FriendsForLifeCorp.org

COMINC SOON!!

Read Us Online!
FamilyandFriendsMagazine.com
00%
GLTBNewsPress.com

GayNewsMemphis.com

DOCTORS
DR. DANIEL P. MARSHALL, M.D., general
practioner, 515 North Highland, (901) 323—
1200

If Your
Organization

OPTOMETRISTS
DRS. MICHAEL D. WEINBERG & JASON
DUNCAN at THE ECLECTIC EYE, 242 South
Cooper Street, (901) 276—EYES (3937)

Isn‘t Listed

Here,

Give Us a Call at
DENTISTS
WILLIAM N. CASTLE, DDS, general dentistry,
79 North Cooper Street, Memphis, TN 38104.
Call (901) 685—5008 for an appointment.

(901) 682—2669

ANTASY WAREHOUSE

60 CHANNEL QUAD SCREEN ARCADE BOOTHS
NEW RELEASE DVE & VHS WEEKLY

IN MEMPHIS
AREKOUSE (East) 191 N. wmte Statmn HT
LOCATIONS TO VISIT
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nnww.GayGame:
Be part of history when Chicago plays host to the world and
welcomes thousands of people to Gay Games Vil. Join 12,000
participants from more than 70 countries, competing in 30 sports,
band and chorus events.

Enjoy spectacular opening and closing

ceremonies at Chicago‘s most prestigious and beautiful venues,
nightly medal ceremonies, parties and a week—long arts festival
all Ll
E3
Lindo Schwarts ® Bianchi 2002
© Ann P. Meredith 1986—2002 Photo Credit: Vito Palmisano
"Goy Games," the "Federation of Gay Games," and the interlocking
circles device are trademarks of the Federation of Goy Games, Inc

WHERE

Gay Games VII Creative Services: MeKNIGHT KURLAND BACCELL1 www.mkb363.com
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THE WORLD MEETS « CHICAGO, USA
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